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Urgant Lebanon contacts reported! 

CAIRO (Agcaries) —Theft-cadi wl Egyptian presUcnteTueadar aarted, 
to jsin to tateraufmal efFerti to stop union KtUtos-fn Ltfamn,. «■ 
ponrastont (Octal ssH. The JAddfc East News Agency mid the official, 
whom ttdM not name, wdA the atrccmert came to a frig toB Mcan n a ratta n 
-bdwta Fmdi flrAht Itonii Mttlmmd ad fttsWntf Hood 

lUawb m "" • *■»-* - W. ■ -n I— 1 »-Q 1 fill,, « Ja. 

MmiL MBKRM IWnttW KM) CM) w OHM'IBI SML MIllfTIM Ml WO 

dtoomcdAef^te In Ldnumolfli the leaden «f thelfttitol States, the 
Soviet Mb sod Britato, Us fljwkf aw said IMp. MBunoi had ' 
spoken “dn yesterday” (Monday) to CJS. FRddnt George Boh, 
BriM Prime Minister M itp nt ThAkr, Bpptha Pres Ma t Hood 
Mabarak and Ahafao B t iH c d Chaffi BajdM, qdaflan Hnbext 
Vethinesd^ He reached SevhlPiresideatlb&todl Gorbachev hytokphone 
TtxaSaj afternoon and was ahn doe to speak to Spa n fa h leader 
Gonsalez. On Monday, MUaiioi dfac aa s td the Lebanese crisis hi Paris 
with £Qi Majesty King Hnssdn who said Arab leaden had te da soaaetMag 
to “end tUa madneas,” OJt Secretary General Javier Fro de Carter la 
trying had to bring dan a c eaa e flre Is Lrtoaon, Us pnlrwu o said 
Thcedoy. 
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EC plans S. Africa talks 


9) — The European OamnanBy (EC) wU meet Africa's 
froatta states ia Jane fix- what anti-apartheid groups hope w&Z be a fresh 
drive for sanctions against Sotoh Africa. An EC spokesman sanoaneed the 
talks Tuesday at a meeting between EC Bdteraal Affairs Cwarailssloiier 
Frans Asdritnes and coammB% *»d-apartheid groups and mid they 
would focus on Sooth Africa and recent devdopenents to the region. The 
grape, which have oftkfeed the EC ftr not taking broad sanctions against 
Sooth Africa, said the amoancanait showed ton DC might be ready to l*he 
firmer mosaics. Fatten ni tobtMs from all 12 EC coa n tries and those 
from Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Ztadmhiwc 
will meet in Lnaembonig for only the second time. “We decided that, given 
the general interest to Sooth Africa, aa well as signs that the Soviet Unkm is 
inwmaktag contact with (he confry ( ttwoahl be appropriate to have thfe 
meeting," the « pnkHwim said. The ftmlDto states accuse Pretoria of 
w a gin g a a mp« ip i of destabilisation against them which cost b etw ee n $10 
and $60 baton from 1980 to 1987. 
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15 Palestinians shot and wounded 

Amnesty lambasts 
Israeli government 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — At least IS Palesti- 
nians were shot and wounded in 
dashes with Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip Tuesday and the London- 
based Amnesty International hu- 
man rights group accused the 
Israeli government of effectively 
encouraging violence against 
Palestinians during the 16-mouth 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

/ The West Bank and-tbe Gaza 
'Strip were virtually shut down fay 
a general strike railed to protest 
the Israeli army's seizure of 
Arab-owned cars and their use to 
make surprise raids on Palesti- 
nian villages. 

Tuesday’s violence followed one 
-of the bloodiest days of the 
Palestinian uprising. 

Six Palestinians died Monday, 
including two teenagers shot by 



soldiers and a man and a woman 
kille d in a famil y feud in Gaza 
City’s Zaitoun quarter that some 
reports said erupted over accusa- 
tions of collaboration with Israel. 

Three Palestinians, including a' 
prostitute, were killed overnight 
in what was described by Reuters 
as a growing clandestine war 
against “collaborators” accused 
of helping Israel’s secret police. 

Underground leaders of the 
uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion have called in leaflets for the 
punishment of unrepentant col- 
laborators. 

Daring last night, masked 
assailants stabbed to death 
Nadira Zuhdi A1 Boolus, 43, and 
left her mutilated body in- an 
abandoned building in the West 
Bank city of Nablus, Arab jour- 
nalists mere told Reuters. - 

They said the woman, a known 
p ro sti t u te, had been seen wqpk- 
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Uniformed and hooded members of tbe Palestine Popular Army paste 
Up nationalist posters In the occupied West B an k. 


ing for Israel’s Shin Bet service 
ana had tried to recruit young 
goto to act as informers. 

Israel’s army radio said local 
activists went to her house last 
night, demanded that she con- 
fess, and took her away. 

In Gaza City, a group of 
assailants shot dead Fika Aya ' 
52, and her son Kamal, 16, at 
their home after the family re- 
sisted their attempts to take away 
a daughter, Afaf Ayad, 25,' ac- 
cused of cooperating with Shin 
Bet. 

Afaf and two other brothers 
were shot -and wounded in the 
incident, hospital officials said. 

In London, Amnesty Interna- 
tional accused the Israeli govern- 
ment of effectively encouraging 
troops to kill or wound Palesti- 

iHHUfi d uring fhft p prking . 

The organisation urged Israel 
to set up an independent judicial 
uiqany- into “a wide range of 
human rights violations by secur- 
ity forces.” 

Amnesty said it was “gravely 
concerned that senior Israel 
authorities appear to have been 
condoning if not encouraging die 
excessive use of force by soldiers 
and border police knowing it 
would result m the death or in- 
jury of Palestinians.” 

Asked to identify the autho- 
rities, an Amnesty spokesman 
said the reference was to tbe 
Israeli government which he said 
bore intimate responsibility for 
any b m imw right* abuses.* 

Hie said Amnesty befoevod gov- 
ernment authorities were “hi 
effect encouraging” mknfr of 
force by fatting to speak out 
against excessive violence or issue 
dear guidelines to soldiers. 

“Amnesty International (calls) 
for dear indications from the 
highest level of foe Israeli govern- 
ment that the improper use of 
firearms, any other form erf exces- 
sive use of force and puzdtive 
beatings would not be tiderated,” 
the human rights group said in a 
statement. 

Amnesty said it was particular- 
ly concerned about the killing of, 
two Palestinian teenagers Mon-' 
day, a boy aged 10 over, the 
weekend and at least four people 
during last Thursday’s Israeli bor- 
der police raid cm Nahahn village 
(see page 2). 

“Israeli forces had killed over 
400 Palestinians in the occupied 
territories since the intifada be- 
gan in December 1987 by shoot- 
ings and beatings and in tear-gas 
related incidents,” Amnesty slid. 


Supply 

convoy 

reaches 

Kabul 

KABUL (R) — A bag convoy of 
vital Soviet arms and food sup- 
plies broke through a Mujahe- 
deen blockade and rumbled into 
Kabul Tuesday in the biggest 
operation of its kind since Mos- 
cow's troops left Afghanistan two 
months ago. 

"Helicopter gunships flew over- 
head as columns of tanks, 
armoured cars, moan ted multiple 
rocket launchers and food trucks 
reached the capital after running 
a gauntlet of guerrillas dug in on 

nwwww iw domin ating the Sfllang 

^Srivto said the convoy of up 
to 1,000 arm o u red vehicles and at 
least 500 trades packed with rice, 
flour and wheat took 45 days to 
get from tbe Soviet bolder — 
normally, a three-day journey. 

Their arrival was a significant 
riefory for the Kabul government 
which has fought a powerful Mu- 
pbedeen affiance oa its own since 
the last Soviet troops pulled out 
15, 

The new hardware wiB boost 
the morale and unwde of 


nvt is eastern and southern 
Afghan provinces bordering 

The coovoy was caught up ia 
fierce banks with Mqjaheoeeo 
Oetfimfoed to starve Kabul imo 
wneader. 




Botha wants faster 
SWAPO withdrawal 

CAPE TOWN (R) — Hie South- 
West Africa People’s Organisa- 
tion (SWAPO) is risking tbe 
Namibian independence plan by 
delaying the withdrawal of its 
guerrillas to Angola, South Afri- 
can Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
said Tuesday. 

Botha told reporters in Cape 
Town that about half tire surviv- 
ing SWAPO guerrillas had re- 
turned to Angola after crossing 
into Namibia April 1. 

But he said the rest, roughly 
estimated at about 600 men, 
should - leave Namibia soon to 
avoid delaying U.N.-supcrvised 
independence elections sche- 
duled for the first week of 
November. 

“As time passes, we will come 
to a situation where we must ask 
if the tim«- schedules are still 
viable. That is why all parties 
concerned must go out of their 
way to get SWAPO back (to 
Angola).” 

He said a readjustment of the 
timetable could jeopardise the 
whole independence plan for 
Namibia. 

SWAPO President Sam No- 
j'oma Monday catted on the Un- 
ited Nations to ask Sooth Africa 
to withdraw its forces in Namibia 
to (heir bases ami aBow SWAPO 
guerrittas to patt out wnhmdercd. 

•Nujoma said a division of 
South African troops deployed 
along the Angote-Nannbia bor- 
der was patrolling the frontier 
and mounting ambushes around 
[y points set up by 


.. ILN. to receive the goeniilas. 
He said the South African do- 
l was making it practical- 
far guerrillas to 


reach the assembly points for 
transport to Angola. 

Botha said the six South Afri- 
can-led battalions released from 
confinement to base to fight the 
SWAPO incnision would not be 
ordered bade to their bases until 
the rebel withdrawal was com- 
plete. 

He said he would not enforce a 
tentative Friday deadline for the 
withdrawal of all SWAPO fight- 
ers from northern Namibia. 

But he said the last of the 
guerrillas should be out by the 
time the joint commission of 
South African, Cuban and Ango- 
lan negotiators ends a two-day 
meeting' in Cape Town Friday 
next week. 

An estimated 1,600 SWAPO 
rebels entered Namibia April I in 
defiance of an hours-old ceasefire 
and international plans for the 
territory’s independence after 73 
years of South African rule. 

At least 278 guerrillas and 27 
government troops died in eight 
days of all-out war and in suose- 
sfcinnishes that broke out 
an mtiftrn»fifinally agre ed 
for the withdrawal of SWA- 
rebds under U.N. protection. 

Meanwhile, die first three 
SWAPO guerrillas to return to 
Angola under U.N. supervision 
were escorted to foe border by 
Kenyan peacekeeping troops 
Tuesday. 

Only seven guerrillas have so 
for handed themselves over to 
UH. forces. 

The three were taken from a 
hospital in northern Namibia to 
the border at Rn acana, where 
they were handed over to Ango- 
lan authorities. 
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U.N. reopens debate 
on Palestine today 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — Tbe U.N. General Assembly, ia a 
surprise more Tuesday , agreed to reopen debate on “the question of 
Palestine.” 

The assembly president, Argentine Foreign Minister Dante 
Caputo, said the 159-member body would take up the question 
Wednesday. He invited delegates who wished to speak hi the debate 
to submit their names during the day. 

• He said a request for the discussion was submitted by Saadi 
Arabia cm behalf of the group of Arab, states. 

There were reports earfier (hat the observer mtosioa of Palestine 
might take tbe question to tbe Security Conncfl. 

-The assembly last debated toe situation in December, when 
meetings were held in Geneva so that Palestine Liberation Oiganba- 
tiofl (FLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat might attend and address the 
world body. He was denied a visa to come to New York. 

The assembly had already scheduled a meeting to Tuesday, to 
elect a judge for the World Court, and diplomats said it was a 
relatively staple matter to extend the session to take the Palestine 
question. 

Secretary-General Javier Perea de Cndbr wffl not be present. Be 
left New York at the weekend to begin a two-week visit to Europe. 

The U.N. rMff said Tuesday the in ternati onal community must 
show ft is starting to make*serioos attempt to resolve Mi dd le E a st , 
problems. 

Confirming that be would meet Arafat in Geneva on Thursday, 
Perez de Cuellar said he would disaiss the situation hi Lebanon and 
hi dm Israeli-occupied territories in talks with government leaders 
Tuesday. 

The U.N. chief was .to meet Britain’s Margaret Thatcher, Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, and French Prime Minister, 
hfichd Rocard during Luxembourg independence celebrations. 

“The international community must send a message of hope to aH 
countries hi tbe Middle East... that we are beghming to try seriously 
to resolve the problems throughout the Mhkfie East,” Perez de 
Cnellar told a news conference. 


PLO to reject U.S. 
guarantees for polls 


TUNIS (Agencies) — U.S. 
guarantees could not persuade 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to endorse elec- 
tions in the West Bank and Gaza 
Ship under Israeli occupation, a 
Palestinian leader was quoted 

Salah^ Khalaf^Abu fyad) told 
the Tunisian newspaper A1 Shur- 
ouq that he expected the United 
States to propose elections in the 
occupied territories at talks with 
the FLO w ithin two weeks. 

“They wfll bring up the elec- 
tions idea, like the plan of (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Shamir . 
We are not against elections in 
the West Bank and Gaza, but not 
in foe shadow of the occupation,” 
he said. 

Asked if the PLO would mod- 
ify its position if Washington 
offered guarantees for elections, 
he said: “Impossible. The Sha- 
mir plan is based on the concept 
of autonomy and foe Palestinian 
people has said its word, through 
foe intifada and by declaring the 
Palestinian state. 

“We will show the Americans 
that it is a plot hatched by Shamir 
to gain time and we will explain 
to them that we have experience 
of elections under occupation.” 

Sections were held in foe 
territories in 1976 but 
later sacked or expelled 
many of foe elected officials. 
Others were killed or maimed by 
bombs. 

Washington has said that Sha- 
mir’s proposal for elections is 
worth pursuing. The PLO’s offi- 
cial position is that voting can 
take place only under U.N. su- 
pervirion after Israeli troops 
withdraw. 

Abu lyad, deputy to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in the 
mainstream Fateh movement, 
said Fateh had not abandoned 
resistance operations against 
Israel bat believed foe intifada 
had ^priority. 

“The right tune must be chosen 
for operations so that they serve 
our political objectives,” he said. 
“We call for operations which are 
effective and significant and at 
present we think that continuing 


and strengthening the intifada is 
better and more appropriate.” 

Shamir visits Hungary 

Shamir, who arrived in 
Budapest late Monday on an un- 
scheduled visit, Thesaay confer- 
red with Hungarian Communist 
Party chief Karoly Grosz, and a 
spokesman said Hungary had 
assumed a go-between role in tbe 
Mideast conflict. 

The actual purpose of tbe visit 
by Shamir, who was expected to 
depart later Tuesday, was not 
announced, but an Israeli radio 
broadcast said the two states 
apparently planned to renew di- 
plomatic ties. 

“Hungary was agreed to act as 
a mediator and wfll try to per- 
suade all parties concerned in tbe 
Middle East crisis to sit down to 
foe negotiating table,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Istvan 
Komoroczki was quoted as 
saying. 

There was no elaboration, but 
Hungary may be taking over the 
role that was long attributed to 
Romanian President Nicolae 
Ceausescu as the leader of the 
only Warsaw Pact country that 
did not sever relations with Israel 
during foe 1967 war. 

Hungary has indicated that 
Israel would have to soften its 
opposition to an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East if relations were to be re- 
sumed. 

Hungary told Arafat during a. 
visit last month that it wre willing 
to organise such a conference. 

Hungarian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Laszlo Kovacs told 
Israel, during a visit from April' 
12 to 16, of Hungary’s desire for 
the Zionist state to change its 
attitude on how to .resolve the 
Middle East conflict. 

“From the Hungarian ride, it 
was emphasised that bilateral re- 
lations could be promoted con- 
siderably if the current Israeli 
trade barriers were abolished, 
and by a shift in Israel’s attitude 
towards solving the crisis in the 
region,” said the Hungarian news 
agency MTL 


King meets U.S. 
president today 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — His 
Mqjesty King Hussein Wednesday 
meets U.S. President George Bush 
for talks on the Middle East situa- 


tion and efforts to resolve the 
Arab-Israeli conflict through a just 
and comprehensive settlement to 
the Palestinian problem. 


The King, accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah, Prime 
Minister Z aid Rifei and 'a high- 
level delegation, began a visit to 
foe U.S. late Monday after flying 
in from Paris where the King held 
talks with French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. 

Their Majesties were received 
upon arrival at Andrew air force 
base by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, other senior Bosh 
administ ration officials, Jordan’s 
ambassador to the U.S. and 
heads of Arab diplomatic mis- 
sions in Washington as well as 
Jordan’s p ermane nt delegate to 
the United Nations. i 


In addition to President Bush, 
the King wfll also meet with 
several American congressmen. 

The delegation accompanying 
the King includes Royal Court 
Chief Field Marshal Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker, the King’s special 
and political advisors and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem. 

King Hussein is the third Mid- 
dle East leader to visit Washing- 
ton in the past two weeks as part 
of an effort by the new Bush 
administration to revive the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“At the minimum what we’d 
like from tbe King is an under- 
standing of how we're proceeding 


right now,” a senior administra- 
tion official told Reuters recently. 

“What we’re really asking for is 
that he give us a chance to de- 
velop what is a step-by-step 
approach,” he added. 

The ling’s talks with Bush 
follow separate talks with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
and Palestine President and 
Palestine Liberation Organisa 1 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, was 
quoted as saying Monday that the 
King’s visit to Washington was in 
full coordination with Egypt and 
foe PLO. 


Arab League talks set for Friday 

Thousands flee 
Beirut blitzkrieg 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Thousands of shell-shocked resi- 
dents fled Beirut Tuesday to 
escape the worst artillery bom- 
bardments in living memory on 
the Lebanese capital. 

.. In Kuwait, -Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah AI Ahmad A1 
Sabah announced that the Arab 
League will hold an emergency 
session Friday on the fighting in 
Lebanon. 

Sheikh Sabah said that' mare 
than two-thirds of foe league’s 22. 
members had agreed their foreign 
ministers will attend foe session 
at its headquarters in Tunis. 

Ceasefire appeals by tbe league 
have so for been ignored by foe 
combatants in Lebanon. 

There was no immediate con- 
firmation of a report that United 
Nations Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cnellar had urged 
France to bolster foe league's 
efforts for a ceasefire in Lebanon 
by launching an international 
peace initiative. 

Police said eight people were 
killed and 43 wounded as tbe 
divided capital’s population hud- 
dled in underground bonkers and 
bomb shelters for the third 
straight night while tbe fierce 
bombardment thundered above 
them. 

The casualties raised tbe tott 
from six weeks of fighting to at 
least 270 killed and 975 wounded. 
By police count, 53 people have 
been killed and 218 wounded in 
almost non-stop artillery and 
rocket exchanges since sundown 
Saturday. 


The bombardment slackened 
at daybreak into intermittent ex- 
changes between mainl y Christ- 
ian army units loyal to Michel 
Aoun, the army commander, and 
an alHanf^, of militiam en and 
Syrian troops. 

Cars mled with mattresses and 
other belongings clogged the 
main coastal highway as Beirut 
residents sought a measure of 
security in South Lebanon after 
shelling duels (fled away at dawn. 

A motor boat ferried about 70 
civilian casualties to the French 
hospital ship La Ranee three 
miles off the southern port of 
Sidon. 

Ferry service on 

In the port of Jounieh north of 
Beirut, eyewitnesses quoted by 
Renters said hundreds of panic- 
stricken Christians boarded small 
motor launches to reach a ferry 
plying between Lebanon and foe 
Cypriot port of Larnaea. 

There had been fears that the 
ferry service ought be suspended 
after rockets smashed into foe 
crowded port Monday night. 

But Lamaca port sources said 
tbe ferries Baroness and Lamaca 
Rose would continue to operate, 
each loading up to 1,000 passen- 
gers from small boats 10 miles off 
the coast. 

The Baroness had cancelled its 
trip Monday after shells almost 
smashed into it as it left Jounieh 
harbour Sunday at full speed with 
its anchor still trailing. But it 
sailed for Lebanon again 


Tuesday. 

At least 100,000 of Beirut's 1.5 
million residents have fled to 
South Lebanon. 

Many people were speechless 
and in tears when they eme r ged 
from corridors and dank shelters 
Tuesday after another sleepless 
night punctuated by the crash of 
shells and tbe cries of terrified 
children. 

Rightist call 

Some 23 members of parlia- 
ment held a five-hour meeting at 
the seat of the Maronite Christian 
church in foe east Beirut suburb 
of Bkirki. 

They issued a statement calling 
for “an immediate and general 
ceasefire and the return of the 
language of reason and dia- 
logue.” 

“AD sides should adhere to the 
ceasefire and the Lebanese army 
should be responsible for im- 
plementing it in areas under its 
control, while foe Syrian army 
should be responsible for im- 
plementing it in areas under its 
control.” 

The deputies appealed to the 
Arab League, the European 
Community, the U.N. Security 
CooncD and its permanent mem- 
bers “to interfere urgently in any 
effective way they can to stop the 
collective massacres and the des- 
tructive and barbaric war against 
Lebanon and its people.” 

The statement appreciated 
peace efforts by the Arab League 
hut urged it to speed up its work. 


Sheffield disaster probe 
opens; fatalities rise to 95 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
government Tuesday opened its 
inquiry into Britain’s worst sports 
disaster, as tbe number of fatali- 
ties rose to 95 with the death of a 
teenage soccer fan. 

Sir Peter Taylor, a lord justice 
of appeal heading the govern- 
ment-ordered investigation, said 
he wanted to ensure similar 
tragedies never occurred again. 

A 14-year-old boy, visited 
Monday by Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana, in a Sheffield 
hospital Tuesday, officials said, 
raising the death toll -from the 
soccer stadium disaster to 95. 

Of tbe 170 people injured in 
Saturday in Sheffield, 25 were 
still hospitalised, including 19 in 
intensive care. 

A newspaper report Tuesday 
suggested the disaster may have 
been caused by a police officer's 
attempt to prevent a fatal acci- 
dent among fans pressing to get 
into Sheffield’s Hillsborough Sta- 
dium. 

Inquests into the : deaths of 50 
fens also opened Tuesday in Shef- 
field before South Yorkshire 
Coroner Dr, Stefan Popper. Be- 
fore reading the list of names, he 
ex p re ssed sympathy to tbe rela- 
tives. But he said he would make 
no comment about the incident. 


Sir Harry Livermore, a former 
lord mayor of Liverpool who was 
representing six families, told tbe 
coroner that Jacques Georges, 
Enrope’s top soccer official, 
would never be forgiven for call- 
ing English soccer fans beasts. 

The Switzerland-based 
Georges, president of the Euro- 
pean Union of Football Associa- 
tions (UEFA), apologised for foe 
remark after angry protests from 
English soccer officials and a call 
eanier Tuesday from Home 
Secretary Douglas Hurd for a 
retraction. 

But Livermore said: “Liver- 
il at . the moment is a heart- 
ken dty. The tragedy will 
never be forgotten or forgiven, 
nor will the remark of Mr. 
Georges, however many times he 
may apologise.” 

Newspaper reports indicated 
foe deaths may have been caused 
by a police officer’s attempt to 
prevent a fatal accident among 
fens pressing to get into Shef- 
field’s Hillsborough Stadium. 

In Liverpool, writs were filed 
in high court alleging negligence 
or breach of duty against South 
Yorkshire police and the Shef- 
field Wednesday soccer dub. The 
writs, filed on behalf of nine 
injured Liverpool fens, sought 


security 
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damages for personal injuries. 

Police have said there was no 
spectator violence at Hillsbor- 
ough and newspapers carried 
accounts Of bow Nottin gham 
Forest fens helped those from 
Liverpool climb over 
fences on to tbe field. 

Government officials have said 
.they will consider forcing soccer 
dubs to replace traditional stand- 
ing-only terraces with seating in 
the antiquated stadiums where 
most teams play. 

Officials ana fans accnsed 
police of letting thousands of fans 
into foe stadium late and then, 
responding too slowly when foe 
late-comers crushed fans 
inside against flic three- 
fence. 

The Times of London said 
Tuesday foat Poficc Superintendent 
Roger Marshall ordered foe late 
Liverpool arrivals to be let in 
.because he feared .they would 
force foe collapse of Wall next to 
the gate. * 

The Football Association gave, 
foe go-ahead Monday to continue 
with the cup competition. But the 
Liverpool team decided at a 
meeting Tuesday to postpone for 
one week a decision on whether 
to participate in any more cop 
games this year. 
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Political uncertainty 
hangs over prospects 
for lran-Iraq talks 


By Eric Hall 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Political upheaval In Tehran has clouded 
prospects for lran-Iraq peace talks due to reopen in 
Geneva Thursday, officials and diplomats in the 
Gulf say. 


They predict few concrete re- 
sults from the fourth round of the 
U.N. -sponsored negotiations 
which began after a ceasefire in 
the eight-year Gulf war last Aug. 
20 . 

“We are not optimistic that the 
Iranians are in a position to be 
more decisive or to change their 
attitude and start talking directly 
to us,” Iraq's Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Nizar Hamdoon 
told Reuters in Baghdad recently. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, who said Mon- 
day he was hopeful over the talks, 
will lack two members of his main 
negotiating team when he meets 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz. 

Velayati’s Deputy Moh ammad 
Javad Larijani and Iran's U.N. 
Ambassador Mohammad Jafar 
Mahallati resigned after spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruboilah 
Khomeini fired his designed suc- 
cessor, Ayatollah Hossein Ali 
Moutazeri, last month. 

: The purge was seen as a move 
by Khomeini to reimpose strict 
Islamic principles to stop what he 
saw as creeping liberalism. 

The move together with the 
row over Khomeini's death 
threats against British author Sal- 
man Rushdie for blaspheming 
Islam, have increased Iran’s di- 
plomatic isolation since the last 
peace talks in New York in 
February. 


“(Velayati) will be cautious of 
initiatives with conditions at 
home very fluid. He will feet he 
has little political support. Iraq 
will probably talk tough and try 
to take advantage,” said one 
Middle East official. 

The sticking points are Iraqi 
demands for the reopening of the 
Shatt Al Arab border waterway 
and the exchange of prisoners of 
war, and Tehran's insistence on 
the prior withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops from up to 2,600 square 
kilometres of Iranian- territory. - 

There was some hope for a 
possible further agreement on ex- 
changing sick and wounded pris- 
oners of war (PoWs) out of an 
estimated 100,000 PoWs held by 
both sides. 

But a Western diplomat in 
Baghdad said there had been no 
progress in the peace process 
since it began. 

“Iraq wants the Shatt cleared 
and its prisoners of war back 
before withdrawal. Iran wants the 
Iraqis to withdraw before they 
will talk about anything else. 
Both sides want a change in the 
other's position.” 

“The Iraqis must decide even- 
tually whether to pursue the 
peace tack or flex their muscles,” 
the diplomat said, adding that 
Baghdad did not believe the Ira- 
nian negotiators were able to 
speak with authority. 


Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei last week thought it 
necessary to confirm government 
support for Velayati. 

“The Foreign Ministry, which 
is to represent (Iran) at such 
important and fateful negotia- 
tions, should feel it has the confi- 
dence of the leadership, officials, 
and people.” 

Western diplomats in tire Gulf 
said Iran's apparent return to an 
isolationist policy had sparked a 
shift toward Iraq by Western poli- 
cy-makers, reversing an earlier 
trend. 

The fighting ended when Iran 
accepted U.N. Resolution 598 
calling for a ceasefire, a with- 
drawal to internationally recog- 
nised borders and the exchange 
of all prisoners. 

Implementing the resolution 
has been another matter. 

A diplomat in Baghdad said 
tiie military situation was stable 
apart from shelling outbreaks 
near Iraq’s southern port of Basra 
caused by Iranian attempts to 
flood Iraqi forward positions and 
Iraqi countermeasures. 

A well-informed source said 
the flooding was a major problem 
and the shelling could have got 
out of hand without the presence 
of the team of U.N. observers 
(UNIMOG) monitoring the 
truce. 

“Recent violations are not a 
threat to the ceasefire... but they 
were greater in extent and longer 
in time with more weapons used, 
and we are worried,” U.N. envoy 
Mazrack Goolding said in Bagh- 
dad last month. 

A Western diplomat in Bagh- 
dad, however, said there was no 
indication either side wanted to 
resume the war. 


Bahrain opens links with China 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain said Tuesday it was 
establishing diplomatic relations with China and 
Arab diplomats said Saudi Arabia will soon do so 
as weU. 

The Bahrain Foreign Ministry said in a state- 
ment the decision underlined a “desire to foster 
the bonds of friendship and cooperation” between 
Manama and Beijing. 

It said the move was also designed to develop 
bilateral ties “to serve mutual interests on the 
basis of reciprocal respect for the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, peaceful coexistence, equality 
and non-interference in the internal affairs” of 
both countries. 

Saudi Arabia is the only state in the Golf region 
that has not established diplomatic ties with either 
Bering or Moscow. 

But trade relations have existed for years and 
have been developing rapidly. Beijing last year 
supplied the Saudis with intermediate-range CSS- 
2 ballistic missiles. 

China and Saudi Arabia exchanged high-level 
trade delegations recently. A Chinese mission was 
recently in Saudi Arabia looking for premises to 


open a* trade office, the first by a communist 
nation in (be kingdom. 

Arab diplomatic sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said the Saadis were expected to 
exchange diplomatic ties with Beijing m the near 
fntnre. 

The Soviet Union is awaiting a sig na l from 
Saudi Arabia to open ties, according to recent 
Soviet statements following the Soviet ndStaiy 
withdrawal from Afghanistan in February. 

- Saudi Arabia* which supports the Mqjabedeen 
who have been fighting the Soviets and the Kabul 
regime, had repeatedly cho pp ed hints that the 
pnHont would bolster prospects for establishing 
diplomatic relations between Riyadh and Moscow 

Sandi Arabia and Bahrain are linked with 
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in the Gulf Cooperation Counci 
(GCQ. 

Kuwait, which established ties with East Hoc 
countries after independence from Britain hi 
1961, had b een urging its GCC partners to do 
likewise. 

Oman and the UAE followed suit in the 
mid-1980s and Qatar last year. 


Israel wants to separate Arab 
conflict from Palestinian issue 


CAIRO (R) — Israel wants to 
settle its conflict with individual 
Arab states in order to deal late? 
with the Palestinian problem, 
according to a senior Israeli offi- 
cial. 

“What we want to do Is to 
defuse the regional aspect of our 
conflict with the Arabs by con- 
cluding more and more arrange- 
ments with other countries so we 
are faced only with the Palesti- 
nian problem.” said foreign 
ministry director-general Reuven 
Merhav. 

“This will then bring the prob- 
lem to its real proprotion.” he 
told reporters at his hotel before 
heading back to Israel late 
Monday. 

Merhav, who arrived in Cairo 


last week, Monday continued 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Maguid on 
the situation on the occupied 
territories. 

Merhav urged Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia to end more than 40 years 
of enmity towards Israel. 

“In the Middle East, the situa- 
tion is abnormal,” Merhav said. 

“What we would like is to bring 
Iraq close to us, get its support 
and normalise relations or get to 
some kind of peaceful arrange- 
.menr,” Merhav said. • 

“The same with Saudi Arabia 
which is a major force in the Arab 
World. We think it should de- 
dare clear and loud that it is no 
longer in a technical state of war 
with us.” said Merhav. 


“Together we can reach some 
kind of agreement for peace in 
the region.” 

Merhav said he did not know 
how the two countries could 
reach peace with Israel, but sug- 
gested the steps to reconciliation 
should come from the Arabs. 

Merhav also said Egypt offered 
help in locating the missing 
bodies of 19 soldiers lost in the 
1973 war. 

Merhav also disclosed be had 
conveyed an invitation to Abdul 
Meguid to visit Israel. An Egyp- 
tian foreign ministry source, who 
demanded auonyntfty, said 
Abdul Meguid accepted the in- 
vitation but no date has been set 
for the visit. 



An angry Palestinian confronts Israeli soldiers over the delay in retrieving his identity card after 
.checks in occ up ied Jgwdcn. 

Nahalin villagers say Israelis 
snipped at them during raid 


By Mary Setter 

toe Associated Press 

NAHALIN, occupied West Bank 
— Two Israeli border police fir- 
ing indiscrim inantly from a 
second-storey window were 
blamed by residents of this West 
Bank village Monday for lolling 
Palestinian youths in one of the 
bloodiest incidents of the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

A West Bank human ri ghts 
group said it had appealed to 
signatories of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, inducting the United 
States, for international protec- 
tion for Palestinians as a result of 
the confrontation last Thursday. 

Four Palestinians were killed 
and dozens wounded in the vil- 
lage of Nahalin, about seven 
kilometres southwest of Beth- 
lehem. A fifth villager was re- 
ported to be braia dead by doc- 
tors at Jerusalem's Makassad hos- 
pital. 

“We can only describe what 
happened as a planned massacre 
against a village that was not 
guilty of any crime deserving of 
such a punishment,” said villager 
Mustafa Abu Adrian. 

The shooting touched off pro- 
tests throughout die occupied ter- 
ritories and drew condemnation 
from human rights groups, in- 
ducting the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

To Palestinians, the Nahalin 
fallings have become a symbol of- 
their determination to press their 
nationalist cause and evidence of 
the brutality of Israel's military 7 
occupation. _• 

The army has ordered an inves- 
tigation into the incident. An 
army official said Monday pre- 
liminary findings indicated “ex- 
cessive use of firearms, faulty 
planning and bad execution” by 
paramilitary border police who 


carried out the operation. 
However, he denied the incident 
was premeditated. 

An army spokesman said after 
the raid that border police en- 
tered the village of 3,500 before 
dawn to apprehend residents re- 
sponshle for throwing stones at 
-’ Israeli cars. He said troops 
Opened; fire when they were met 
' with a barrage of "stones. ; 

Villagers told the Associated 
Press the violence began around 5 
aum. when about 22 jeeplOads of 
troops carried out house-to-house 
searches, firing indiscriminately 
as many residents emerged from 
dawn prayers during Ramadan. 

“They shot at anything that 
moved — dogs, donkeys, people 
cars,” said Naim Sbakarneh, 
whose brother Subheh was 
among those killed. “Anyone 
• who came out of his house took a 
/bullet.” 

^ Majed Najajari said he was 
/Awakened by the shooting.’ *T 
looked from my bedroom- wm- 
lidow and I. saw. border police 
spraying ' bullets at the houses* 
along the road,” said die 29-year- 
old labourer. 

Najajari showed an AP repor- 
ter two bullet boles in the window 
and on the concrete wall of the 
bedroom, where he said bis six 
small children had been sleeping 
on mats on the floor. 

A metal water tank and boiler 
on the roof were riddled with 
bullet boles. Residents fished out 
’ dozens of spent copper-coated 
-lead' sings from inside the tank 
-and showed them to reporters. 

. The neighbouring home of 
:Salam~Mnstafa Najajari =fiad bul- 
let holes in the metal door, a gas 
heater and on a wall.- 
■' Villagers said the worst vio- 
lence occurred outside the Aza- 
wieh Mosque where worshipers- 
poured into the streets and began 


pelting troops with rocks when 
they heard the sound of gunfire. 

They said two border police- 
men firing from the second-storey 
window of a bnOding across the 
street from the mosque were re- 
sponsible for kilting three Palesti- 
nians and wounding a number of 
others. 

According to residents, the 
three deaths occurred within ab- 
out 20 metres of each other. The 
villagers showed the AP the sites 
of the three deaths — a spot on 
the roof of a low budding, a 
smear of blood on a slab of rocks 
and a wad adjacent to the mos- 
que. The men were in their late 
teens and early 20 s. 

A fourth Palestinian was failed 
in a cemetery across the street 
from the mosque, the villagers 
said. 

Fatmeh Ibrahim Abu Mor,.28, 
who owns the budding the border j 
police fired from, said the troops : 
ordered her to let them in, then 
climbed to the second floor, 
which is under construction and 
uninhabited. 

“They went to the window and 
started shooting,” said Abu Mot, 
adding that she found more than 
a dozen spent cartridges on the 
cement floor afterward. 

Rajah Shehadeh, a director of 
law in the Service of Man, the 
West Bank affiliate of the Gene- 
va-based International Commis- 
sion of Jurists, said the incident in 
Nahalin constituted “willful kill- 
ing and bodily harm.” 

He told & news conference 
Monday that the group has 
appealed to signatories of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, 
which protects populations under 
occupation, to “meet their clear 
obligation” to ensure the interna- 
tional statute is observed. 


MIDPUB EAST NEWS IN BRIEF. : 
Afghan ruling parly loses 36^000 : 

KABUL (R) — More than 36,000 members of fixe Afghan ruling 
party have been kflfed fighting theMnjahedeen guerrillas seeking 
the overthrow of the Kabul government, the party newspaper said 
Tuesday, the Daily Payam (Messagej, organ of the People's 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan, smdthc deaths have dl occtarcd 
since a communist coup established a Marxist government in 
Afghanistan in 1978. “They gave their Mood while defendfeig the 
homeland, the people and the revolution,” Payam said. The 
newspaper said at least 35,000 members had undergone nsffitoy' 
training in the past year to help the Afghan army in its fight against 
file Mnjabedeen. The paper said file party now boasted a total 
membership of 200,000 people, compared to only 15,000 at the 
time of the communist takeover. 

DeMita to visit Israel April 23-25 

ROME (R) — I talian Prime Minister Griaco de Mila and Foreign 
Minster GinUo Andreotti will visit Israel from Anil 23 to 25, de’ 
Mita’s office said Monday. It said the official working visit was at 
the invitation of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, who visited 
Italy in February 1988. A Foreign Ministry spokesman said talks' 
were expected to focus on prospects for a Middle East peace, 
settlement. He noted that European Community foreign ministers' 
meeting in Spain Sunday bad called for c ontinuin g contacts by EC 
members with. Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation' 
(PLO). 

1,000 held In Egyptian crackdown 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's top law enforcer says about 1,000, 
extremists have been detained this month in a nationwide security* 
sweep sparked by a riot outside a provincial mosque. The number 
is roughly 10 times as many arrests as previously confirmed by , 
security sources. Interior Minister 7-aki Badr disclosed the figure m_ 
a security review at Cairo’s National Chib. The Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) distributed a summary of his remarks late. 
Monday. Badr said he launched the dragnet April 7 immediately 
after the arrest of Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, a ch arism atic 
blind preacher, in the southern dty of Fayoum. 

New Algerian party supports Sharia 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s newest political party supports the 
application of Sharia law in c riminal cases, the Arabic daily Al 
Masa reported Monday. It said the National Algerian Party held its 
founding session Sunday. More than 20 parties have now been, 
formed, most of them since political reforms ended the 27-year, 
monopoly of the National liberation Front following bloody riots 
last October. The new party also advocates the return of 
nationalised land to its former owners. It pledges to create two 
nriflioa new jobs, tackle a severe housing shortage, shake -up 
state-run industry and increase investment. 

Egypt’s new defence chief to boost troops 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s new defence minister General Yousef Sabri 
Abu Taleb said Monday his main task was to sharpen the s kills of 
his country’s military machine. “President Hosni Mubarak ha£ 
asked me to continue previous efforts in improving the fighting* 
capability of the Egyptian soldiers," he told reporters after bus first 
meeting with army commanders since Jiis appointment Saturday.' 
Abu Taleb said previous plans for reequipping, res tru ct urin g and 
-training the servkes would continue. He did not refer directly to* 
spending on the 450,000-strong forces, estimated unofficially to 
take about a quarter of of budget. KBs predecessor. Held Marshal' 
Abdul Halim Abu Ghazala, was made a presidential as sistan t in a 
reshuffle. Saturday. • 

Siad Barre wants to boost Soviet ties 

MOGADISHU (R) —President Mohammad Siad Bane, who cut 
Somalia’s dose ties with the Soviet Union 11 years ago, ha* said he" 
wants to rebuild relations with Moscow. The official Somali news 
agency SONNA said Siad Barre made the comment at a mectin 


the Soviet Department of Cooperation with Africa and Asia, in 
Mogadishu Monday night. SONNA gave no other derails but; 
diplomatic sources said Somalia was keen to send more students to 
Soviet universities. Last year more than 60 Somalis took up' 
scholarships in die Soviet Union as relations between the two', 
countries began a slow thaw. Somalia severed its dose ties with thq 
Soviet Union and expelled an estimated 7,000 Soviet advisers in 
1977 after Moscow sided with Ethiopia against Somalia in the 
Cteaden war. The bloody conflict over the dis puted Ogaden region'. 
of eastern Ethiopia ended a year later with Somali forces being 
driven back, across the border inherited at independence in 1960. 
Somalia subsequently boosted ties with the United States. It signed 
a defence pact in 1980 which allows U.S. forces to use air and naval' 
facilities in the northern port of Berbera which were originally built 
by flie Soviet Union. 



Swiss police arrest Adnan Khashoggi 


Adnan Khashoggi 


BERNE (R) — Swiss police 
Tuesday arrested Saudi Arabian 
- businessman Adnan Khashoggi at . 
the request of U.S. authorities i 
the Swiss Justice and Police De- 
V partment stud. 

Khashoggi, 53, amassed one of 
the largest personal fortunes in 
the world bv playing middle man 
in the transfer of Western aims 
and technology to Arab ofl states. 

A ministry announcement said 
Khashoggi was charged with 
“illegal property dealings,” in- 
cluding with real estate owned by 


former Philippines President Fer- 
dinand Marcos and his wife and 
valuable paintings that dis- 
appeared from Manila's metropo- 
litan mnsfium after Marcos went 
into exile in February 1986. 

The arrest warrant was issued 
by U.S. Magistrate Naomi Bucfa- 
wald March 24, according to the 
announcement. Charges against 
Khashoggi were filed March 9 by 
the U.S. district court for the 
southern district of New York, it 
said. 


After his arrest, Khashoggi was 
taken to the district jail in down- 
town Bern. 

Under the extradition treaty 
between the United States and 
Switzerland, the U.S. authorities 
have up to 60 days in which to 
make a formal request for ex- 
tradition, the department added. 

Once an extradition request is 
made, Khashoggi will have up to 
10 days to lodge an appeal with 
the Swiss federal supreme court, 
the department said. 


Last November Switzerland 
agreed to give U.S. authorises 
the records of some financial 
transactions made by Marcos and 
his family for use in a fraud and 
racketeering case against then}* 

Manila has also lodged numer- 
ous requests for information On 
Marcos’s bank accounts in 
Switzerland. These requests are 
slowly making their way throu gh 
the Swiss judicial system. AU 
decisions reached so far have 
gone against Marcos. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

1530 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

15:45 Children s programmes 

17:15 Programme on plants 

1730 Out of* World 

IfcW News summary in Arabic 

1fc®5 Cairo News Message 

18:15 Arabic senes 

lfcM Local programme 

1MO Common tninakisi 

19:40 Programme review 

20:01 News in Arabic 

2030 Arabic series 

21 JO Programme review 

22:10 WreMling 

23.-00 News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1830 Doauticnl.tr) 

I9r00 News in French 

19:15 ........ Aujourd' hin en Jonknic 

1930 News in Hebrew 

2fcW News in Arabic 

2030 Life with Lucy 

21:10 Documentary 

2230 News in English 

2230 The Allien Years 

PRAYER TORES 


<B36 

04J8 

IIJS 

15:12 


Fair 

(Sunrise) Dufis 

Dhuhr 

'Asr 


18:11 Maghreb 

1933 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St- Mary of Nazareth C (torch 

SweUfeb, Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Qinrcfi, Tel. 

632785 

St Joseph Church TcL 624590. 
Chord) of the ABHimrtatlop Tel. 
637440. 

De b S*He Church Tel. 661757 
Terramntt Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Ann anda lion Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383, TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TcL 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Inttmatiooal Church TcL 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chord Teh 

811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Td. 822605.- ' 
The Chtfrch of Jett* Chritf of Latter- 
Day Safaris TcL 815817. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Another rise in temperatures will 
occur and winds will be easterly mod- 
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crate to fresh som et im es. In Aqaba, 
winds win he northerly moderate and 
sens calm. \ 

MiiL/max. temp. 

Amman 8/29 

Aqaba .7. — 17/31 

Deserts 8 / 30 

Jordan Valley-.., ; 16/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
mon 27. Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 18 per cent, Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Awni Hawamdeh . 
Dr. YousetRasbed .... 
Dr. Munther Qaqisli .. 

DnAdd'Ammari 

-Ftosphnajcy ......... 

^Bwtawphwmacy .... 

- AJAsema pharmacy .. 
Naxoukb pharmacy ... 
Al Salam pharmacy .... 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmetaai pharmacy .. 

DIB ID: 

Dr. Mohammad Ta'ani . 
Al Sharaa' pharmacy .... 


... 777665 
...896301 
... 898101 
..: 812148 
... 661912 
,..778536 
.0.637055 
;L6Z3672 
... 636730 
644945 
... 637660 




ZARQA: 

Dr. Musa Odeh. 

Kbalifeb pharmacy. „ 




Civil Defence Deepairtment..... 46lil7 
Civil Dccfence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Ovfl Defence EmcrtbCocy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 622090/93 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Department 

656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

_ Comptahus .. 787111 

Telephone Information 

Central Ammtm^Teiq^mne - r. -- •' : 
Rnun 

Abdali Tekp&oae Repair* .^ 66UQ l 
Jordan Television . 

Radio Jordan .'i; ...J. TttHl 

Water Authority .„i„...*^._ T680100 
Jardan-Electxiaty Authority ...815615, . 
Electric Power - V' !"' ■ j 

Company ......... 6363®,--'- 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 - ' 


.Queen Aha Ind. Airport., 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN:''- 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 
Airikh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

- Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ...J .. 636140 

Palestine, Shmcsahj 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

71k Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Irtalian, AJ-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Arirrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 6G224CY5G 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Covl Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
-. IbuSina Hospital (09)966732 

rDQUD: -■ - 

- Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
'-.-'Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
-llbttAlNafees Hosts!*].-.. .(02)247100 
.AQABA: 

^Pnncess Haya Hospital..... (03)3141 1 1 

l ' FORTHE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

^.INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This inbnnadoa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Qneeo Aha Isteznatraui 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where it- 
should always be, wafted. 


AHUVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Obit 

09:10 

»JI 

09 AS 

1*00 

10:15 

lfc20 Los 
(RJ) 

17 M 

17:65 

17:30 

17:45 

17:55 

1&30 

19*5 


Damascus! 

...... Aqaba ( 


.... Dubai, Abu Dhabi tRri 

Dhahran. Kuwait (RJ) 

Laimas (RJ) 

A ngeles . Chicago, Vienna 


.. New York, Vienna ( 

London. General 

.. Brussels, Frankftml 

Madrid. Rome i 

Belgrade, Bucharest! 
Baghdad! 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

09S35 .....:. Cairo (MS’ 

10:40 RomcfAZ; 

1260. Benghazi (Lrf 

12:15 Sana’a. Jeddah (lY 

12:15 Baghdad (lA 


Lk38 - Kuwait (! 

14:10 Istanbul, Ankara ( 

1625 Jeddah! 

IMS — Frankfurt { 

3AA5 TripoB, Damascus! 

2*55 Tunis f 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal (1) 


0645 .. 
10*5 ... 
11:30 .. 
1138 .. 
12*0 .. 
1240 .. 
19:15 
1*40 .. 
20:10 .. 
2ft 15 ... 
2ft20 ... 
2ft30 ... 
Z1M .. 
21:25 ... 
22M ... 


Aqaba 

Belgrade, Bucharest 

Riyadh 

........ ’Duos, Casablanca 1 

. Amsterdam, New York 

Geneva. London 

Calcutta 

Kuwait, Dhahran 

Baghdadi 

- -Jeddah 

Cairo 

- Abn Dhabi, Dubai i 

Damascus 

Bahrain J3oba i 

- - Bangkok 


Other Righto (Terminal (2)' 


•5J0 

•735 

Ifc20 

1130 .'. 

1330 ...... 

13:15 

1330 ...... - 


. Cairo. London (BA) 
Lames, Zurich (SRI 

RomerAZ) 


1435 

15:10 

17a40 

lft25 ...... 

21 * ...... 

01* 


Kuwait (1 

D hahran f 

...... Medina, Jeddah.) 

Sanaa f 

Karachi! 

1 — Dubai f 


UppexAowcr price 

Almond 

Apple 


Banana (Mukammar) 

Beaus 

Broad beans 

C*W»8e 

Carrots 

GmEflowet 

Cucumbers 

Dates 


Lemon 

-Lettuce (per one) 

Marrow uaree) 

Marrow (naum 
Omge (Shamniouti) ... 

Orange (load) ...; 

Onion (dry) 

Omoo (green) ..... 

gypg pK*) ...... 

■ Pepper (sweet) ..... 

. Potato ..... 


.. Jeddah, Sana’a ( 
Bwdxbdf 


To mato es 


£• fit per kg. 

.... 600/500 

500/400 

..... 350/300 

— 300 / 250 
..... 340 / 280 

— 130/100 
...... 80/ 50 

20Q/150 
180/120 

— 200/160 

450 / 400 

~~ 240/WO 

300 / 250 

— 370/300 

90/ 60 
50/30 

90 f 60 

..... '370/300 

— 370/300 
130/100 

...- 120/ 80 

280 / 200 

..... 320 / 280 

\23oroo 

150/120 
.. 1400/1000 
..... $20/ 400 
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EC grants Jordan 
JD 2.35 million 


;AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
obtained %. grant of four mini on 
European Currency Units 
(ECUs) (nearly JD 2352 million) 
from , the European Community 
(EC) to help it cany out soil 
survey and classification projects, 
according to an agreement signed 
here Tuesday. 

The project, prepared by the 
Ministry of Agriculture m coop* 
ieratioa with the Royal Jordanian 
Geographic Centre will provide 
the country with a tool to protect 
its soil and increase food produc- 
tion, according to a statement by 
the Ministry of Agriculture. The 
project entails wide agricultural 
production expansions in rain-fed 
regions and areas irrigated by. 
Xiver water. 

; The statement said that the 
grant is part of the European 
.Community assistance program- 
me to Jordan under the second 
and third protocols signed in 1982 
and 1987. 

Under the terms of the pro- 
tocols Jordan will get ECUs 203 


million in total financial assist- 
ance within a five year program- 
me. In February 1989 the Euro- 
pean Community granted Jordan 
JD 1.3 minion to help finance 
feasibility studies and prepare fin- 
al designs for the construction of 
die Waleh N akhikh Dam at the 
Mu jib River in the southern re* 
gkm of the country. The grant 
was included in the second and 
third protocols. 

Last week the Euro pean In- 
vestment Bank (EEB) granted 
Jordan JD 13 million loan to 
help boost die potential of its 
small and mediumt-scale revenue 
generating investments. The loan 
will be used through die Cities 
and. Villages Development Bank 
which would in turn lend the 
money to municipalities and vil- 
lage councils. 

The agreement for the new 
grant was signed at the Ministry 
of Planning by Minister Taber 
Kansan and European Commun- 
ity delegate to Jordan Christian 
Falkowsld. 


WHO mission arrives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A fact-finding 
mission from the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) arrived 
here via Ramtha Tuesday on a 
two-day visit to Jordan. 

The mission ‘ sent here upon 
directives from the WHO direc- 
tor general mil bold meetings 
with Jordanian officials to hear a 
briefing on the health situation in 
the occupied Arab territories. 
The mission which is on a tour of 
the Middle East countries in rhe 
course of its investigations will 
discuss with Jordanian officials 
ways to improve the deteriorating 
he alfo conditions of the Palesti- 
nian people under Israeli role. 

Last year, an East Mediterra- 
nean regional health conference 
was held in Geneva to discuss the 
general health conditions in the 
Israeli-held Arab territories. The 
conference underlined the re- 
sponsibility of WHO towards ' 


providing health care to the 
Palestinian people under Israeli 
rale. 

The conference requested that 
WHO director general follow up 
the question of ensuring health, 
care for the Pales tinian people 
and to arrange with the Israeli 
authorities to allow a team of 
experts in health affairs to visit 
the occupied regions and investi- 
gate the health conditions of its 
inhabitants. 

According to latest reports, the 
health conditions in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip de- 
teriorated due to Israel’s refusal 
to allow Arab hospitals to acquire 
advanced equipment in retalia- 
tion for the ongoing intifada. 

Jordan has been spearheading 
efforts at the world organisation 
to provide help to improve health 
conditions for the Palestinian 
people under Israeli rule. 


Physicians for schools 


AA4MAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education has embarked on 
arrangements with private 
schools in Jordan to employ 
physicians to take care of the 
students' health, according to a 
report in AJ Dustour daily. 

The report said that the minis- 
try is taking the measure in coop- 
eration with the union of private 
schools in the country. According 


to the report schools with insuffi- 
cient number of students will 
have to share clinics and the 
doctors’ services within the 
district 

It said that the application of 
new regulations concerning 
school doctors will take effect as 
of the beginning of the 1989-1990 
scholastic year. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


CONGRATULATIONS: Jordan’s Ambassador to Tunisia Talal 
Sata’n AJ Hassan Tuesday discussed with the Tunisian Foreign 
.Minister Abdul Hamid AJ Sheikh bilateral relations and conveyed to 
turn the congratulations of Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Maxwan A1 Qasem on his re-election as foreign minister 
(Petra). 

WORKSHOP: The “Hay Hamlan” Community Centre’s workshop 
Tuesday embarked on a programme to produce items that are on 
demand in the local market. Khalil AJ Banna, director of the 
workshop said in a statement that the items which include clothes, 
knit wear, ceramics, artificial flowers, and other items are being 
produced by local women working under the supervision of experts. 
The programme has been started, he said, in order to offer local 
families the chance to increase their income. Banna said that the 
workshop's operations are being supported by the Ministry of Social 
Development (Petra). 

MEETING: The Jordanian Pakistani Friendship Society's general 
assembly meets Wednesday at the Mizdstiy of Energy's assembly hall 
to discuss the financial and administrative reports. The society 
includes 72 members from all walks of life (A1 Ra’i). 

DEMOLITION: Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf A1 Rawab- 
deh has announced that the municipality will demolish 20 stores in 
the heart of Amman following ‘Eid AJ Frtr (fast-breaking feast). The 
.-stores were built in 1910 in the old vegetable market (A1 Ra’i). 

EDUCATION: Ministry of Education Secretary General Mimther 
Masri Tuesday delivered a lecture about the educational march in 
Jordan and noted Che importance of the new educational devdop- 
. meat plan. In his lecture at the Royal Cadets School, Masn outlined 
the ministry’s future plans in the area of preparation and frami ng of 
teachers. He also emphasised the ministry’s interest in providing 
proper school buildings (Petra). . 

•REGISTRATION: The University of Jordan’s admission and 
-'registration department has embarked on registration of students for 
the summer semester , which starts by the end of June, dean of the 
summer and private studies Abdul Rahman Adas said Tuesday. A das 
added that Jordanian students' studying inride and outside Jordan, 
ar^rHing [o the credit hour system, can register at the university for 
the summer semester (Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Thc foBowing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
Che daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the fisted 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft An art exhibition displaying paintings by children at the 
Souring Bank Complex. 

ft An ml exhH&feia by French artist Jesua-Francws Noble at Bays 

Arts Centre. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

A Ramadan open-air market, which includes foodstuff, clothes, 
heme apptiWtt and children’s toys at Mahatta, eastern 
: Amman. 

* Entccnatfanal Rwrfm Souq, in which 14 Arab and Mamie 
rauntries are taking part, at the international Auto Centre, 
Qm«a Aha fatter rational Airport ISgfcway. 


* teftvmmoef by fo* props deputing traditional songs and 
at At Boon* Amphitheatre down town Amman after 



f Planning Taber Kansan (centre) — 

EC delegate Christian FaOumski (second from left) 
Tuesday sign an agreement fct die Ministry of 


Planning 
mifli on (Petra photo). 


No change on PTC bus fares 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — There 
will be no increases on fares for 
travel by buses owned. and oper- 
ated by the Public Transport Cor- 
poration (PTC) despite the latest 
increases in the price of fuel, 
according to an announcement by 
Minister of Transport and Tele- 
communications Khaled A1 Haj 
Hassan Tuesday. 

The minister told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, hat the gov- 
ernment win continue to subsi- 
dise public transport buses to 
help limited income family 
groups in Jordan. 


Haj Hassan announced that ttys 
Ministry of Transport had been 
conducting a revision on the 
fores on other forms of transport 
in the light of the increases in the 
price of petrol, kerosene and 
diesel oil, and that consultations 
were held with unions of taxi 
owners, land travel agents and 
track owners to reach an accept- 
able agreement on the amount of 
increase in their fores. 

The minis ter noted that agree- 
ment was reached on increases 
and details will be later published 
in the local press. On April 16, 


the government announced in- 
creases in the price of all forms of 
fuel and announced hikes on 
other items to take effect im- 
mediately. 

The drivers unions and the 
transport sector Tuesday voiced 
their frill understanding of die 
recent government measures, 
aimed at reviving the Jor dani an 
economy and denounced riots by 
a number of drivers in Maan 
Tuesday, at a time when the new 
transport tariff has already been 
approved. 


Seminar urges protection of women 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — A seminar on 
crimes related to women in the 
Jordanian society which was held 
here last month has called on the 
judicial and other concerned au- 
thorities in the country to enact 
laws and regulations that provide 
protection for women from 
physical and psychological harm 
from wi thin her own family. 

The call was one of a set of 
recommendations issued by the 
seminar organised by the Arab 
Women Graduates Club and only 
published in the local press 
Tuesday.. 

The family’s ban on allowing 
women to get medical treatment 
at the hand of male doctors or 
refusal to transfer a rick woman 
to a hospital for treatment are 
among foe physical and psycholo- 
gical harm referred to in foe 


recommendation. 

The seminar called for equality 
between men and women in 
terms of foe application of foe 
laws especially those tackling 
crimes, adultery and others. The 
seminar also called on foe judicial 
authorities to amend laws so as to 
give judges proper authority in 
settling cases related to rape and 
other moral issues; and to hold 
trials pertaining to morality in 
dosed courts. The seminar urged 
foe authorities to inflict heavy 
punishment on those arranging 
for the marriage of gfflJunder 15 
years of age since, it said, at that 
age foe girl is still a minor and 
unable to decide for herself on 
matters of self interest. 

The seminar urged the Ministry 
of Information, the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and all 


societies involved in social issues 
to help combat crime related to 
women in any possible manner. It 
called on the information media 
and foe press to launch a public 
awareness campaign aimed at 
combating crime and moral 
crime, and to organise se minar s 
and other meetings to help in the 
national effort against crime and 
criminals. 

The seminar also called on 
information media in Jordan to 
help spread awareness among 
women to orient them on their 
rights and duties; and means of 
protecting themselves from 
physical and psychological harm. 

In addition, foe seminar called 
on foe concerned authorities to 
launch programmes and public 
awareness campaigns designed to 
stem juvenile delinquency in 
Jordan. 


Baghdad- Amman rail link considered 


KUWAIT (J.T.) — Iraq has pre- 
pared an initial study to lay -a 
railway line linking Baghdad with 
Amman and Aqaba, and it hopes 
to work out plans for similar ' 
projects to connect Iraq with 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait ana Tur- 
key, Iraqi Minister of Transport 
and Communications Moham- 
mad Hamzeh announced here 
Tuesday. 

The announcement was made 
in an interview with the Kuwaiti 
daily AJ Siyassah which said that 


foe Iraq-Jordan railway study had 
been prepared over foe past years 
and there will be a meeting short- 
ly between officials from both 
countries to agree on final details 
of foe project. 

Hamzeh announced also that a 
new direct land transport route 
will be opened between Cairo 
and Baghdad shonly and that 
vehicles will be passing through 
Jordanian territory and foe port 
city of Aqaba to Nweibeb in Sinai 
and then Egypt. 


Hamzeh said that a railway 
network which would later be 
linked to European railways is 
bound to save a great deal of 
time, money and effort for foe 
Arab World. 

Iraq depends a great deal on 
foe port dty of Aqaba for its 
imports, and there is a fleet of 900 
trucks owned and operated by foe 
Iraq-Jordan Land Transport 
Company which transports the 
goods to Iraq. 


Cleaning Balqa, Jordan Valley 


DEIR ALLA (Petra, J.T.) — 
The local authorities in foe Balqa 
and the Jordan Valley regions 
will launch two one-month cam- 
paigns in foe valley in foe coming 
summer to rid foe area of harmful 
insects, according to an 
announcement by Balqa Gov- 
ernor Mijhem Khreisha. 

The announcement said that in 
.July and September special teams 
appointed by the local authorities 
will spray insecticides throughout 
the two months to rid foe area of 
common flies and mosquitoes. 

The announcement, which fol- 
lowed a meeting by representa- 
tives of various local councils 
under foe chairmanship of foe 
governor, said also that fanners 
in foe vaUey will be instructed to 
refrain from using foe remains of 
poultry farms and other organic 
materials as fertilizers in their 
areas. 

The meeting discussed foe 
problem of plastic bags and plas- 
tic sheets used by the formers, 
and decided that they cause a real 
danger to public safety and severe 
damage to livestock wealth. 

According to foe announce- 
ment, farmers will be asked to 
remove all remains of plastic pro- 
ducts after being used to cover 
foe crops in the winter season, 
and to build sanitary facilities for 
their workers. It said that the 
. of vacationers mostly 
Amman who invade the 
warm Jordan VaUey region in 
winter for outings and foe huge 
amounts of refuse and garbage 
and rubbish they leave behind 
was also discussed. 

The Balqa Govemorate will 
spearhead a mass media cam- 
paign which win extend later to 


schools and educational institu- 
tions to spread awareness among 
foe public about foe need to keep 
foe countryside dean and green, 
and to dispose of their waste in an 
organised and correct manner, 
according to foe announcement. 

It said that such questions as 
wastewater treatment plants and 
ways to dump and dispose of 
garbage in foe areas of Deir Alla 
and North and South Shun eh 
were discussed at foe meeting 
which was also attended by offi- 
cials from foe Ministry of Health 
and the environment department 
of foe Ministry of Munidpal and 
Rural Affairs. 

In February 1989, foe Jordan 
Valley committee adopted a 
series of recommendations aimed 


at dealing with issues pertaining 
to foe protection of foe environ- 
ment and establishing touristic 
areas in foe Jordan Valley. 

The committee meeting, in 
which Her Majesty Queen Noor 
participated, proposed solutions 
for ridding foe areas of pests, foe 
treatment of natural manure and 
plastic waste and foe establish- 
ment of national parks for foe 
benefit of picnickers. 

The committee was formed fol- 
lowing the Queen's visit to foe 
Jordan Valley, foe Dead Sea and 
foe town of Qweimeh where she 
inspected foe area closely and 
gave directives on a number of 
measures to be taken to improve 
services for vacationers and to 
create public parks. 


Role of private sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Insti- 
tute of Public Administration 
(IPA) will organise a week-long 
seminar in Aqaba ou May Z3 to 
discuss foe role of foe private 
sector in Jordan's development. 

A statement said that 30 secre- 
taries general and heads of leading 
government departments along 
with directors of major industrial 
and financial organisations in Jor- 
dan will take pan in foe meeting 
which will be opened by Finance 
Minister Hanna Odeh. 

The announcement said that no 


less than 10 working papers will 
be tackled by foe participants 
dealing with questions ranging 
from loans and incentives for 
investments and the transfer of 
technology and export opera- 
tions. IPA Director General 
Abdullah Ulayyan said that foe 
seminar will discuss and analyse 
efforts being made in socio-eco- 
nomic development, investment 
opportunities in the Kingdom and 
the effects of foe recent govern- 
ment measures on foe national 
economy. 


MAPS: The Land and Survey Department Tuesday donated a 
number of old maps of foe Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Transjordan emirate and Palestine to foe Royal Jordanian Geog- 
raphic Centre’s library. These docume"ts include topographic maps 
in both Arabic and English languages, in addition to one ciu .ig foe 
archaeological sites in Jordan (Petra). 


Regent hopes for peace in Sudan 

Arab groupings can 
ensure joint solutions 


The following are some excerpts 
from an interview whb His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, published by the 
Sudanese paper A1 Khartoum 
and AJ 


Prince Hassan, Head of the 
National Committee lor Solidar- 
ity with the Sudanese People, was 
asked about Jordan's aid mission 
sent recently to Sudan. 

The Crown Prince expressed 
satisfaction with the performance 
of foe aid mission to Sudan and 
said such missions presented a 
model for establishing better con- 
ditions for regional cooperation. 

“The situation looks hopeful 
when we see we are moving from 
the idea of relief to that of de- 
velopment and to transforming 
foe families that receive, aid into 
productive families through the 
execution of irrigation and elec- 
trification projects in foe Sudan,” 
foe Crown Prince said. 

He expressed hope that foe 
concept erf the Hashemite mission 
would be transformed into a 
Jordanian- Arab peace mission in 
foe future. When such a concept 
receives funding and support, it 
can be applied in any part of 
Sudan. 

Asked about his efforts of 
achieving peace in Sudan, foe 
Crown Prince said foe latest 
Sudanese peace agreement 
signed lately was ultimately what 
we were hoping for — that foe 
peace comes in an inter-Sudanese 
context 

The Crown Prince said the 
Arab Thought Forum (ATT) had 
often attempted to think of solu- 
tions to foe Sudanese problem 
but that its members were faced 
with difficulties because of foe 
size of Sudan’s economic prob- 
lem. To that is added foe problem 
of foe number of faiths and foe 
intense migration resulting from 
conflicts and natural disasters. 

Asked about foe obstacles that 
stood in foe face of Arab econo- 
mic integration, the Crown 
Prince pointed to the absence of 
Arab will which he said should 
have stood by Iraq to stop foe 
bloodshed 'instead of continuing 
foe war' which undoubtedly 
weakened foe Arab economic 
situation in general. 

In short, he said, if these re- 
gional economic groupings are 
really based on foe concept of 
long-run integration. lL ihen I 
think there is great hope in saying 
that Arab cooperation has started 
to take into consideration foe 
steady factors of interaction in 
this world which presents political 
considerations and planning 
according to its mood.” 

Asked whether this reflected 
optimism on his part, foe Crown 
Prince said "I am at least optimis- 
tic about foe possibility of foe 
issue because when we talk about 
foe three groupings, we can de- 
termine that great efforts were 
exerted to ensure foe success of 
that work and its content.” 
Asked whether be thought foe 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC), which groups Jordan, 
Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen, 
could help solve Jordan’s econo- 
mic difficulty, foe Crown Prince 
said "ACC members are faring 
economic difficulties and I think 
foe joint solution to these prob- 
lems is to enhance foe common 
denominator among foe member 
states by establishing a clear con- 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

cept such as setting up an econo- 
mic bridge between the 
Mediterranean and foe Red Sea 
to foe Arabian Gulf, an economic 
bridge of land, air and water 
transport.” 

The Crown Prince also said 
that Jordan's economic adjust- 
ments measures that were taken 
in the past few months such as foe 
floating of foe dinar's interest 
rate, were aimed at recondition- 
ing foe economy. “This (floating) 
was done for foe first time in 
Jordan and its practical positive 
aspect is that it will serve to focus 
investors' attention on exports 
and it would promote tourism 
into the country.” 

The Prince pointed out that foe 
next five year development plan 
called on the rest of foe Arabs to 
contribute to foe building of foe 
Jordanian economy so that it can 
reach its self-sufficiency stage. “It 
is difficult to talk about self 
development in isolation espe- 
cially when we talk about political 
economy,” he said. 

Asked about His Majesty King 
Hussein’s derision to sever legal 
and administrative ties with the 
West Bank, foe Crown Prince 
said it was dear, in view of 
Israel's arrogance and negativism 
towards efforts of convening an 
international peace conference, 
that foe last months of the 
Reagan administration saw a dis- 
tancing from foe priority of look- 
ing into foe Middle East issue. 

The Crown Prince added: “The 
(disengagement) step taken was a 
forcing step for every Arab 
nationalist in the unity context, 
foe context of the Great Arab 
Revolt. And since it was a politic- 
al move, it was necessary for the 
promotion of foe Palestinian role 
on foe international scene as well 
as foe role of foe PLO," foe 
Crown Prince said. 

“This was clear in foe speech 
given by PLO Chairman (Yasser 
Arafat) during the Palestine 
National Council meeting and 
following that in Geneva; a de- 
velopment which was not possi- 
ble, in my belief, were it not for 
Jordan's clear resolve to sever 
legal and administrative ties with 
foe occupied West Bank so that 
this political reality be granted its 
real political weight in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict,” he said. 

“There is a Palestinian will in 
foe occupied territories which re- 
fuses occupation and calls for the 
establishment of a political identi- 
ty, a Palestinian state. This is foe 
dear trend of foe Palestinian in- 
tifada and our role is to highlight 
this trend." 

Asked whether he was optimis- 
tic about the efforts of the new 
U.S. administration and whether 
those could lead to an interna- 


tional conference in view of foe ■ 
moves by Arab leaders, most i 
notably by King Hussein, the 
Crown Prince said that despite, 
those latter moves, there is a 
clear programme of priorities 
which foe great powers would 
handle in the coming years, j 
. “We support calls similar to 
those of Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze's, tjbr a 
meeting of foreign ministers of 
foe five permanent members of 
foe Security Council,” foe Grown 
Prince said. ' j 

“My answer, in short, is that 
the international strategic rami- 
fications radically affect the agen- 
da of foe superpowers but the 
question is to what extent will it 
go and how far would they take 
it?” 

Asked what new element does 
King Hussein take with him on 
his current trip to foe U.S., foe 
Crown Prince replied: “Reassert- 
ing foe Arab position... for after 
long years of struggle, it is clear 
that the door is open on foe Arab 
and international arenas for joint 
action for foe sake of foe with- 
drawal of Israeli forces from the 
occupied Arab territories.” 

Jordan, he said, is a confronta- 
tion state and has the longest 
border with Israel. “The impor- 
tant thing is for the great powers, 
and the U.S. in particular, to feel 
that there is a regional tendency 
for cooperation (manifested) 
through foe visits of Arab heads 
of states to Washington.” 

The Crown Prince described 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's new plan as “old” and 
said that it constituted a return to 
the Camp David accords since it 
suggested holding elections under 
occupation. 

Regarding foe Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF), foe Crown Prince 
said it had built bridges of trust 
between its members and de- 
scribed foe ATF as foe only 
forum which was able to hold a 
seminar on Islamic reawakening 
and foe concerns of the Arab 
citizens, all with the participation 
of various Arab schools of 
thought from foe left of foe poli- 
tical spectrum to its right, in a 
clear and frank dialogue. 

Students 9 

religious 

education 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk Uni- 
versity Tuesday held a seminar to 
discuss religious orientation 
among the university students 
organised by foe Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs. 

Minister of Awqaf Abdul Aziz 
Af Khayyat and ministry's Secret- 
ary General Ahmad Hiiayel were 
among those addressing the semi- 
nar which was attended by stu- 
dents and university professor 
Mohammad Ham dan as well as 
deans and heads of departments. 

Khayyat spoke in length about 
foe need to adhere to Islamic 
principles, but warned against 
fanaticism. 

The minister answered ques- 
tions put to him by students on 
foe Ministry of Awqaf s program- 
mes and activities in mosques and 
in promoting Islamic heritage. 


Women join the police force 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The police 
women department which was 
established in Jordan in 1972 has 
been receiving increasing num- 
ber of applications by female 
youths to join foe force, accord- 
ing to foe force's commander 
Major Husnieh Shahini 
Shahin said in a statement pub- 
lished in Sawt AJ Shaab daily 
Tuesday that a total of 450 police 
women had graduated from her 
department since 1972, and have 
been assigned different posts 
around foe country. 

A total of 120 of foe graduates 
hold university degrees while foe 
rest are graduates of schools and 
community colleges in. Jordan, 
Shahin noted. 

She said that police women are 
currently employed at border 
posts, airports, government de- 
partments, prisons, tourist facili- 
ties and resthouses, foe Drivers 
and Vehicle Licensing Depart- 
ment and juvenile delinquency 
centres. 

Shahin noted that police 
women can be found at all foe 
archaeological sites and tourist 
centres and on the streets direct- 
ing traffic along side policemen. 

According to Major Shahin, 
girls aged between 17 and 27 
years with not less than 155 cen- 
timetres height can be accepted if 
they have passed foe tawjiixi ex- 
amination. She said that foe girls 
undergo a rigorous 22-week train- 


ing course which entails training 
in foe use of light arms and 
martial arts like tae-kwon-do and 
karate skills. 

According to Major Shahin a 
number of Syrian women are now 
receiving training along side 
Jordanians in foe Police Women 
Department, and there are 
arrangements for providing simi- 
lar training for girts from Kuwait 


and the United Arab Emirates. 

Apart from police work, (he 
officers take secretarial courses, 
and language courses and receive 
financial incentives and awards 
for distinguished achievements. 

Some police women, she said, 
take advanced courses in criminal 
investigation and help conduct 
investigation with women cri- 
minals. 



Women police officers during a bade skill exercL- v Pho, 
Hawajreh — Sawt A! Shaab) 
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Natural development 

THE abolition of all West Bankseats in the Lower House of 
Parliament, as palled for in the amendment to the election 
law of 1986, is a natural and logical development to Jordan’s 
decision last year to sever legal end administrative relations 
with that territory in order to give the Palestinians foil 
opportunity to redress Israel’s denial of their national 
rights. The amendment also goes foil way to remove all 
ambiguities or lingering doubts about who is and who is not 
a Jordanian citizen. In this vein, the salient principles of 
international law as well as domestic law on citizenship 
rights and obligations were fully observed and respected. It 
will be noted that all those who carry Jordanian citizenships 
and accordingly obtain Jordanian passports are deemed 
Jordanian citizens irrespective of their national origins. 
There are always legal procedures available to all those who 
wish to change their citizenship but until they do so the law 
In this country would view and regard them as Jordanian 
citizens who are accorded foil eqjoyment of all the rights 
and privileges pertaining to such citizenship. Likewise, 
citizenship in Jordan as elsewhere requires the fulfillment of 
all the duties towards the state that accrue from such 
citizenship. Part and parcel of such rights and duties is of 
course the participation in the next elections in the country 
to elect a new Lower House of Parliament. 

One of the many positive aspects of the amendment to the 
1986 Election Law is the surgical removal of the anachron- 
ism that ensued when a special criterion was bestowed upon 
the refugee camps within the country. The special circumst- 
ances that existed in the era prior to Jordan’s momentous 
verdict to sever legal and adminis trative relations with the 
West Bank obviously no longer exist now. Henceforth, 
residents of the refugee camps can cast their ballots in the 
next and all future national elections as part of the greater 
constituencies making up electoral districts rather than 
forming a separate constituency of refugee camps. Again the 
deletion of the special treatment that was accorded to 
refugee camps is in foil harmony with relevant international 
and domestic laws and any other treatment would be 
repugnant to international norms. 

What remains is the fixation of the date of the next 
national elections in the country. As voter registration will 
begin immediately after the Eid A 1 Fitr holidays and 
projected to be finalised by next autumn, it would be natural 
to anticipate the next elections shortly thereafter. Jorda- 
nians of all walks of life are yearning to cast their ballots In 
accordance with their conscious and political views and 
aspirations. And now that all complexes have been removed 
legally and lawfully, time is ripe to give Jordanian that 
natural opportunity. 
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Lebanon was among the major topics discussed by King Hussein 
and French President Francois Mitterrand during the monarch's 
stop in Paris on his way to the United States, said A1 Ra'i Arabic 
daily Tuesday. It said that the King has expressed concern over 
the situation in Lebanon and said that current efforts are 
underway to convene an Arab summit in which the Lebanese 
question would be discussed. The paper noted that Jordan has 
always called for a collective Arab effort through summits to end 
the conflict in Lebanon and to find a settlement for the Lebanese 
problems. His discussions with the French president which aiso 
covered the Middle East and bilateral relations, display the 
monarch's keenness on resolving issues in the Arab World with 
the help of friendly nations the paper noted. It said that apart 
from the Arab- Israeli conflict, the King is directing his attention 
to Lebanon where the Lebanese are living through an ordeal and 
sufferings. There is no doubt that through collective effort by Arab 
leaders on the one hand, and cooperation with friendly nations on 
the other, a just and durable settlement for the Lebanese question 
and the Arab Israeli conflict can be found, the paper concluded. 


A columnist in A! Ra'i daily laments the situation in Lebanon 
where he says that the killing of women and children and the 
destruction of an Arab country can only benefit the Israelis. 
Tareq Masarweh says that there is no difference between Israeli 
invaders who launched their invasion of Lebanon and attacked 
Beirut in 19S2, and the bombers who shell residential areas 
indiscriminately in 1989. The writer says that Israel had always 
had its eyes on Lebanon, but in the 1982 invasion it failed to 
destroy that country which remained an Arab bastion, but adds 
that the militias seem to have inherited the task from the Israelis 
and are now involved in a total destruction of their own country. 
He says that the destruction of hospitals and the power station can 
onlv cause harm to the innocent civilians but is short of quenching 
the lust for blood on the part of the warmongers. The writer 
wonders about the attitude of the Arab World which has todate 
looked on without lifting a finger to end the tragedy in Lebanon. 


AJ Dust our daily tackled the King’s current visits abroad and said 
that his talks with Western leaders are of paramount important 
in view of the developments in the Middle East in general and the 
Palestine problem in particular. The paper said the King has 
focused the world’s attention on the Palestinians and their plight 
under Israeli occupation rule. His talks in Washington, as they 
had been in Paris one concentrated on means of establishing pra re 
and there is no doubt that the monarch is representing the whole 
Arab Nation and speaking the voice of the Arab masses and Arab 
governments, the paper noted. It said that the king has had 
meetings and consultations with Arab leaders before embarking 
on his current tour and he is supported by Arab masses in his 
drive to establish peace. There is no doubt, said the paper, that 
winning the support to the European Community and that of the 
United States will boost the peace process and end Israel’s 
oppression and its occupation of the Arab lands. 


By Daoud Kuttab 

HOW Should Pales tinians re- 
spond to the proposal for elec- 
tions in the West Bank and Gaza 
made by Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir during his recent 
visit to Washington? I believe 
they should respond m the same 
spirit of creative struggle that has 
characterised the Palestinian in- 
tifada. 

Shamir dearly hopes the PLO 
will continue its initial position of 
rejecting of his proposal. This 
would lead to one of three things: 
no elections, taking Shamir off 
the book; a divisive battle over 
the election issue between 
Palestinians in the territories and 
the PLO outside; or election of 
an alternative leadership to tire 
PLO. Shamir’s plan also has the 
broader goals of remforring the ' 
Camp David approach to solving 
the conflict, denying a Palestinian 
state and putting a stop to the 
intifada. 

All these aims qan be defeated 
by applying the same strategies 


Using Shamir’s plan against him 


and rharT yf wtij jff that have 
the intifada successful. The Sha- 
mir plan can become a trap far 
S hamir and the Israeli govern- 
ment if Palestinians use courage, 
unity, creativity, decisiveness and 
realistic rational thinking . 

One of the reasons for the 
success of the uprising has.been 
that it shifted the focus of the 
Patestiman-Israeli struggle from 
the question of the PLO and 
terrorism to the question of 
Israel’s occupation of Palestinian 
land. The uprising accentuated 
the positive aspects of the Palesti- 
nian cause, rather than the nega- 
tive. It allowed the Palestinians to 
take the initiative rather than 
react to the actions of others. 

With his election proposal, 
Shamir hopes to reverse this 
trend. If the PLO rejects elec- 
tions, as Shamir hopes, it will be 
tainted as using “terror” rather 
than politics. The Israeli govern- 
ment will also claim the PLO is 
afraid of elections because it 
might not win. 

Palestinians led by the PLO 
should be dear about the implica- 


tions of a rejection strategy: If 
Pales tinians boycott elections, 
the United States will do one of 
two things- It will tell Israel that 
its approach hasn’t worked and 
that it’s time to talk directiy fo the 
PLO. Or it will condude that the 
Palestinians have blown it again 
and wash its hands of the 
problem. 

The U.S. administration will 
most likely take the second 
approach and lower its involve- 
ment in die region. This means 
that if Palestinians want U.S. 
involvement, they have no choice 
but to tty and play the election 
game. The Palestinian position 
could be different if there were 
other choices — Eke a real milit- 
ary option or a unified Arab 
position. But there aren’t 

Once it becomes dear that 
Palestinians need to (day the 
game, there are many t hin gs that 
can be done to put the ball back 
in the Israeli court. To begin 
with, the PLO should refrain 
from making its position known 
through the press. Instead, what 
the PLO needs to do is let the 


Americans officially present the 
(dan to them. When ft is pre- 
sented, the PLO can ask for 
darifications and details and 
guarantees and timetables. Tim 
Americans will have to get many 
of the details from the Israelis 
and provide the guarantees them- 
selves, but the process will 
amount to Israel negotiating with 
the PLO — albeit indirectly. 

The details on which the PLO 
should posh for clarification in- 
clude: Who will vote? What pur- 
pose will the elections have? Win 
they be part of a multi-stage plan 
for resolving the Palestinian 
issue? How long win each stage in 
which the final solution is discus- 
sed? The FLO can demand ironc- 
lad guarantees that those nomin- 
ated and ejected will be free to 
travel, speak and express them- 
selves, without facing imprison- 
ment, bodily barm or deporta- 
tion. Supervision by a neutral 
party will also be a must. 

The PLO can aiso use a num- 
ber of other tactics to turn Sha- 
mir’s idea against him. In order to 
emphasise the feet that Palesti- 


nian leaders in the occupied terri- 
tories are PLO supporters, the 
leadership in Tunis can publicly 
announce the names of the candi- 
dates. The PLO can also use the 
elections to sdpet members of the 
Palestine National Council from 
the occupied territories. Amer- 
ican guarantees for the safety of 
election candidates will thus be 
extended, in effect, to PNC rep- 
resentatives. And if Israel still 
wants to negotiate with elected 
representatives, it will be nego- 
tiating with fell-fledged members 
of the PNC — the highest legisla- 
tive body of the PUD. 

Palestinians can also use the 
elections to emphasise their de- 
sire for an independent Palesti- 
nian state. Again, if we can 
assume some, kind of U.S. im- 
munity for those elected, the 
PLO can appoint some of the 
candidates as membera of the pro- 
visional-government of the state 
of Palestine. Ever since the state 
of Palestine was declared last 
Nov. IS, Palestinians have been, 
afraid — and rightly so — that 
those nominated for positions in 


the state wiD be immediately 
arrested and possibly deported. 
But American guarantees can 
solve this problem. 

Furthermore, since Israel wffl 
be committed to negotiate with 
the elected Palestinians, it will 
find itself negotiating wife indi- 
viduals who are not only elected 
by Palestinians in fee occupied 
territories, .but who are members 
of the provisional government of 
fee state of Palestine. By 
agreeing to talk and negotiate 
with them, Israel wiO be recogmg- 
mg 'de facto state of. Palestine. 

Of course, there is no. guaran- 
tee that fee romrofaneht made by 
Shamir to have “free and demo- 
cratic” elections win be sustained 


well. Shamir could be trapped m 
his own plan and {breed to re- 
pudiate it. By retaking the initia- 
tive, Palestinians win force the 
Israeli readership to accept the 
reality of the PLO’s representa- 
tion of the Palestinian people or 
face increasing international 
pressure until there is a realistic 
and comprehensive solution — 
Washington Post 


Philippines: Human rights situation 
remains grim under President Aquino 


By Eileen Guerrero 

The Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Deep 
scars on the back of Hilario Bus- 
tamante serve as a grim reminder 
of the time a year ago when 
armed men abducted him, tor- 
tured him for three days and left 
him for dead. 

His story is one example of 
what Roman Catholic priests, 
lawyers and rivil rights workers 
say is a pattern of widespread 
human rights abuses in the Philip- 
pines despite President Corazon 
Aquno’s oft-stated commitment 
to social justice. 

Bustamante and a companion 
were putting up posters against 
U.S. military bases when they 
were grabbed on a Manila street 
in March 1988. The youth says 
they were taken to a military 
garrison, tortured, driven to a 
remote field and dumped uncon- 
scious.- 

_■ His companion- was found 
dead, but Bustamante survived. 
A year later, police say there are 
no leads. Bustamante has given 
up pursuing the case, fearing for 
his life. 

Some groups claim human- 
rights abuses are more wide- 
spread now than under former 
President Ferdinand Marcos, 
who was ousted in the 1986 upris- 
ing that propelled Aquino to 
power. 

The church-affiliated task force 
detainees say 8367 people were 
detained in 1987 on suspicion of 
links to rebel groups. That ex- 
ceeds the 5,967 people arrested in 
1985, the last full year of Marcos’- 
nile. The task force says one out 
of four arrested are tortured. 

Also in 1987, the task force 
documented 98 massacres, com- 
pared with 54 in 1985. Victims 
include 17 people slain in Lupao 
in February 1987 and at least 13 
protesters killed during a march 
for land reform in Manila in 
January 1987. 

No one has been convicted in 
either case, although the militaiy 
acknowledges soldiers were re- 
sponsible. 

Communist threat 


“They say Samar is no. 1 in 
insurgency so they think every- 
body is Communist,” said Letida 
Buenaseda, a lawyer for the com- 
mission on human rights on 
Samar island. 

Buenaseda said she received 
threats from the military and her 
office was ransacked by soldiers 
after she began investigating the 
disappearances of several civi- 
lians. Six human rights lawyers 
have been slain nationwide since 
October 1987. 

Priests complain that local 
military commanders, in an 
attempt to impress their superiors 
in Manila, force whole villages to 
participate in mock “surrenders.” 

Rev. Michael Sinnot. an Irish- 
man based in Mindanao, said the 
abuses were actually driving civi- 
lians into the insurgent ranks. 

“The best recruiting agency for 
fee NPA is fee militaiy," be said. 
“For every abuse they commit, 
for everyone person they kill, . 
they recruit five people more (for ' 
fee guerrillas).” 

Critics fear fee situation will 
worsen as fee military deploys a 
new civilian militia, the Citizens 
Armed Forces Geographical 
Unit. The militaiy says the 50,000 
militiamen will be sent to remote 
villages to augment security but 
feat they will be strictly con- - 
trolled. 

Death squads 

Critics claim the militias and 
vigilantes are virtual “death 
squads.” 

August© Sanchez, a human 
rights lawyer and former labour 
minister under Aquino, said 
police and soldiers target anyone 
wife liberal or leftist views. 

“The ‘red scare’ has generated 
feelings among the right-wing 
forces, the military and the police 
that anybody tainted or Com- 
munist-branded is due for li- 
quidation,” Sanchez said. 

Rev. Rafael Donato, chairman 
of the Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors, said be personal- 
ty referred several cases to 
Aquino, Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos and military chief of staff 
Gen. Renato de Villa but without 
satisfaction. 


“All of them said *we will 
investigate, we will investigate, 
we will investigate.’ But nothing 
happens," Donato said. “We 
have cases, but there is no satis- 
faction in the way these cases are 
investigated. Justice is not felt. 
The legitimate grievances are not 
given their due course.” 

Critics blame the problem on 
the vast influence of fee military 
on fee Aquino administration. 
That influence has increased wife 
fee stepped up counter-insurgen- 
cy campaign and after Ramos and 
others crushed six coup attempts 
by military dissidents. 

Critics claim Aquino is reluc- 
tant to crack down on militaiy 
abuses because she needs loyal 
officers to remain in power and to 
f ulfill her pledge to crush the 
Communists. 

Two priests, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Aquino bad admitted to them 
during a private meetfog feat she 
was unable tp..; 9 on.troJi''j;he ; 
military. 7 ' * ; 

Hostage president 

“While there were attempts to 
fulfill promises, I believe she was 
shocked into submission by fee 
series of coups d’etat,” said Arael 
de Guzman, chairman of the 
Ecumenical Movement for Jotice 
and Peace. “She is a hostage of 
fee military or some other 
forces.” 

Donato added that in the conn-, 
trysidc, many Filipinos believe 
the military “calls fee shots.” 

“Of course, this is denied, 
naturally, but the perception is 
there,” Donato said. “It’s very 
strong'. Until the military mil 
become completely iron-politi- 
cised, fee perception wfll con- 
tinue to be this. The problem is 
feat the military is politicised.’’ 

Soon after taking power, 
Aquino established fee commis- 
sion on human rights as a watch- 
dog agency. But fee commission 
can only refer cases to militaiy 
courts, which have sole power to 
prosecute soldiers for any off- 
ence, including those against civi- 
lians. 

Commission chairman Hesi- 
quio MallOin, a former human 
rights lawyer, acknowledges that 


abuses continue “but the CHR is 
doing its best to improve the 
situation. I am asking them (cri- 
tics) to give the government a 
chance in solving this problem.” 
Some human rights activists, 
many of whom played major 
roles in the uprising against Mar- 
cos, express disappointment that 
Aquino has been unable to curb 
human ri gh ts abuses. : 

“Her image abroad is fantas- 
tic,” said Rev. Brendan O’Con- 
nell, an Irishman based on Neg- 
ros island. “They see tins lovely 
person and say, ‘this is not true 
because human rights is the poli- 
cy of this government. So these 
reports could not be true.’ It in 
effect tells people things are 
okay.” 

“People from fee little barrios 
or slum areas, they say ‘things are 
going to be alright,’ which stops 
them from doing something. 
They say ‘this beautiful woman is 
like the baby Jesus, who will save 
us.’ That’s why I think she's part 
of the jprobiem;” 

Ironically, Aquino was herself 
a victim of human rights abuse 
when her husband. Sen. Benigno 
Aquino Jr., was imprisoned, 
forced into exile and then mur- 
dered when he returned in 1983 
to challenge Marcos. 

“While she was victimised by 
die military, she was carrying her 
cross alone,” de Guzman said. 
“She was not with the people, not 
with any social group. Maybe she 
has no sense of collectivity.'' 

Sanchez said the Aquino gov- 
ernment has foiled to achieve 
many of its early goals, including 
human rights, because of a lack of 
a coherent “virion.” 

“Up to now, there’s no such 
thing. The direction of govern- 
ment is in many different direc- 
tions,” he said. “There’s no cen- 
tral plan because there’s no vi- 
sion." 

De Guzman predicted abused 
will escalate until the government 
and the rebels reach a political 
solution to the 20-year in- 
surgency. 

“Unless that happens, human 
rights violations will continue and 
fee casualty will not be the gov- 
ernment nor fee rebels but the 
unarmed civilian population,” he 
added. 


Sri Lanka peace 
talks praised 


By Felzal Santa th 

Reuter 

COLOMBO — Sri Lankan politi- 
cians and political analysts wel-. 
coined the idea of peace talks 
between fee government and 
T amil rebels bat said an end to a 
conflict that kilted more than 
12,000 people was still for off. 

“The talks are welcome, but 
we are a long way from ending 
fee conflict between majority 
Sinhalese and minority Tamils,” 
said Hector Abfaayawardene, a 
veteran political commentator. 

President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa Sunday accepted an offer 
from the main Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam guerrilla group to 
bold peace talks. - 

The rebel group, fighting for an 
independent homeland in fee' 
north and east for the island's two. 
million Tamils, sent a letter to 
Premadasa saying “we are pre- 
pared toaccept your open invita- 
tion to talk wife us.” 

' The acceptance or peace talks 
follows lengthy 'efforts tty' the 
government to bring Tamil and 
Sinhalese rebels to fee negotiat- 
ing table. 

The leftwing -Sinhalese Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front, whicb is 
trying to topple fee government 
from fee south, rejected fee offer 
of a unilateral ceasefire by Sri 
Lankan troops and a similar in- 
vitation by Premadasa for talks. 

The week-long ceasefire 
started Wednesday out has been 
shattered by the killing of at least 
75 people since Thursday. 

Forty-two of fee victims were 
shopping for the Buddhist and 
Hindu new year when they were 
killed in a car bomb. Two days 
later 21 Sri Lankan soldiers died 
in a rebel ambush. Both attacks 
were in eastern Trincomalee dis- 
trict. 

More than 12,000 people have 
been frilled in the past six years in 
fee two rebellions. The front 
stepped up its campaign after 
about 50,000 Indian troops came 
to Sri Lanka in July 1987 to 
implement a pact aimed at ending 
fee Tamil rebellion. 

Abhayawardene said the Ti- 
gers’ about-turn after rejecting 
previous invitations to talks prob- 
ably stemmed from fee fact feat 
“they are threatened by exter- 


mination by Indian troops and of 
being ousted by a former rebel 
group turned provincial adminis- 
trator. 

“In these circumstances they 
seem to find in the Sri Lankan 
government, a possible ally,” he 
said. 

Premadasa has asked fee Ti- 
gers to nominate a person to 
discuss arrangements to start 
talks. 

The proposed talks would be 
fee second between fee Tigers 
and the government — the first 
being in August 1985 in Bhutan. 

Those discussions with a four 
member rebel alliance, including 
fee Tigers, failed after fee Tamils 
accused fee Sri Lankan govern- 
ment of violating a ceasefire. The 
talks were arranged by India. 

A spokesman for the Eelam 
Revolutionary Students Orga- 
nisation, a former rebel group 
which now has 13 members in 
parliament, praised fee govern- 
ment and the Tigers. 

. “At last we see a dawn of 
peace. We have often stressed the 
need tor talks with the Tigers... 
our efforts have paid off,” he 
said. 

The dialogue was also wel- 
comed by Rev. Maduloluwe 
Sobitha. a Buddhist monk and 
vociferous opponent of Tigers. 

“Peace is most important. 
Talking and discussing one’s 
problems is good. Weapons can- 
not solve problems,” said 
Sobitha, who led many protests in 
1987 against alleged Tiger mas- 
sacres of Sinhalese. 

Lakshman Jayakody, member 
of parliament for the main 
opposition Freedom Party, was 
more cautious. “It is good... It is 
good. But fee government should 
not fall into a trap,” he said 
without elaborating. 

Jayakody said the Tigers 
should also talk to opposition 
parties and the front. 

In an apparent gesture of good- 
will, fee president’s office said 
Saturday feat a further batch of 
7,000 Indian soldiers would leave 
by next week. 

About 5,000 troops left earlier 
this year in response to.a request 
by Premadasa, who promised at 
presidential elections last Decem- 
ber that all tudian troops would 
be withdrawn as soon as possible. 


But last December, Amnesty 
International reported “a pattern 
of torture” in fee campaign 
against Communist insurgents. 

The government’s commission 
on human rights says only 12 
people have been convicted erf 
human rights abuses since 
Aquino took power. 

“I am not happy wife fee hu- 
man rights situation,” said Sen. 
Rene Saguisag, a former tinman 
rights lawyer and former spokes- 
man for Aquino. “We can’t even 
be assured that we won't be fee 
victim of human rights violations 
tomorrow.” 

Amnesty's report blamed the 
abuses on military and paramilit- 
ary units, including hundreds of 
anti -Communist vigilante groups 
organised since 1987 to help fight 
the rebels. 

Aquino branded the report un- 
fair. But priests and others active 
in the human rights movement 
say little is done to track down 
and punish offenders. Victims 
keep silent for fear of reprisal. 

“Human rights is not a matter 
of statistics but is a matter of 
terror," said Rev. Vincent Busch, 
a U.S. member of the Society of 
St. Columban, a religious order 
and critic of the government's 
human rights performance. 

Priests and lawyers complain 
that the military frequently 
brands whole villagers as Com- 
munist if New People’s Army 
rebels operate in fee area. Civi- 
lians are singled out for arrest and 
torture on fee flimsiest of evi- 
dence. 
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‘Seed wars’ centre on 
patents and profits 


By Paul Raeburn and 
Lee Mitgang 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A U.N. 

c ommissi on meeting next month 
will be the latest arena in a 
gr owin g rift between developed 
and third world countries over 
whether plant breeders have the 
right to patent commercially pro- 
duced seed lines. 

The United States insists they 
do. Third world nations call that 
genetic imperialism they believe 
commercial seed lines should be 
exchanged as freely as the raw 
germplasm that originates in their 
countries and they are angry they 
haven’t shared in profits gener- 
ated by new varieties developed 
from plants that once grew wild in 
their own soil. 

“For years now, the third 
world has been donating this 
material on the principle that 
these botanical treasures form 
part of the ‘common heritage' of 
all humanity,” said Clarence 
Dias, president of the New York- 
based international center for law 
in development. 

“Meanwhile, (industrialised 
nations) have been patenting the 
offshoots of this common herit- 
age and are now marketing its 
new varieties, at enormous profit, 
back to the third world." 

Germplasm is the plant genetic 
material needed to breed heartier 
crops able to resist drought, 
pests, disease and the global 
warming trend called the green- 
house effect. 

The “seed wars" debate has 
simmered wi thin the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
since 1979. The latest round will 
be fought at a meeting of the 
FAO’s commission on plant 
genetic resources scheduled for 


April 17-21 in Rome. 

The United States will once 
again be asked to endorse the 
international undertaking on 
plant genetic resources enacted 
by the FAO commission years 

ago. The undertaking extends the 
principle of free exchange to 
commercial seed lines. 

Mexico led the fight for the 
undertaking and the creation of 
the FAO commission to oversee 
it. Many of the ideas underlying 
the FAO’s actions came from the 
writings of Pat Roy Mooney, a 
Canadian economist who favours 
compensating developing coun- 
tries for the use of their germ- 
plasm. 

Currently, 116 countries have 
endorsed the undertaking or 
joined the commission, including 
France, West Germany, the 
Netherlands, Britain ana other 
developed countries, said the 
commission’s secretary, Jose Es- 
quinas- Alcazar. 

But the United States has not. 
It attends commission meetings 
only as a silent observer. 

Patents 

Officially, the United States 
agrees that germplasm is man- 
kind’s common heritage. But the 
1970 Plant Variety Protection Act 
and a 1980 supreme court deci- 
sion established the right of 
breeders to patent their products. 

“Our allowing the patenting of 
plants doesn't help our nego- 
tiators who are arguing that 
plants are the common heritage 
of mankind," said a knowledge- 
able congressional aide who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
“We’re in Rome arguing ‘common 
heritage' and in courtrooms in the 
U.S. arguing individual own- 
ership.” 

“Third world countries don't 


like it,” said Rodolfo Quintero, a 
prominent Mexican biologist 
affiliated with the United Na- 
tions. “The potential for hurting 
the developing countries is real.” 

Plant patenting, he said, has 
already denied Mexico profits it 
feels it is due. A food developed 
from a Mexican form of algae was 
patented as shrimp feed in Japan, 
and Mexican shrimp formers are 
now paying royalties to Japan, 
Quintero said. 

U.S. refusal to participate in 
the commission could prompt a 
backlash in which other countries 
would deny germplasm to the 
United States, some U.S. officials 
fear. 

India, for example, the sole 
source of important varieties of 
cotton and other crops, now ban 
the collection of seeds by Amer- 
icans. 

‘Tm inclined to think that in 
that case, it's an outgrowth of this 
whole FAO debate," said Charles 
Murphy, secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's 
National Plant Genetic Resource 
Board. 

Some U.S. agriculture officials 
favour softening American 
opposition to the commission be- 
cause they fear it could further 
restrict U.S. access to foreign 
germplasm. 

All of America’s major crops 
first sprouted in foreign soil, and 
that's where plant breeders must 
go to look for varieties with valu- 
able genetic traits. The only na- 
tive U.S. crops are the pecan, a 
few species of berries and an 
obscure tuber called the Jeru- 
salem artichoke. 

The need for heartier wheat in 
Kans as sends U.S. botanists to 
Turkey. For disease- resistant 
corn, they search Mexican moun- 
tainsides. To breed the tubers 
needed for flawless potato chips. 


they go to Peru. 

Germplasm 

American fanners are reaping 
four times the com and potatoes 
per acre they could SO years ago. 
Wheat and rice yields have dou- 
bled. At least half of these gains 
come from higher-yielding crop 
varieties bred with germplasm 
from around the world. 

“The United States has de- 
pended on the genetic resources 
of the rest of the world to develop 
its agricultural base,” the general 
accounting office. Congress' in- 
vestigative arm, said in a review 
of America’s germplasm policies. 

Hoping to improve the Amer- 
ican position in Rome, the U.S. 
national plant genetic resource 
board called last year for recon- 
sideration of U.S. opposition to 
the undertaking. 

Germplasm experts from 
around the world met in Colora- 
do last summer to try to find a 
way to resolve the FAO dispute. 
They couldn’t agree on how to 
reconcile patenting and the FAO 
undertaking. But they did not 
agree to support an existing inter- 
national fund to channel money 
from industrialised nations to 
training and conservation prog- 
rammes in developing countries. 

The fund was established by 
the FAO in 1987, and it has 
received pledges of about 
£500,000 so far, Esquinas said. 

Still, the odds remain against 
the United States joining the 
commission in April, said Wayne 
Denney, a USDA official who 
will help represent the United 
States at the meeting. 

“It will suggest that something 
we opposed vigorously in many 
forums wasn't so bad after all." 

Agriculture department offi- 


cials also fear that including 
germplasm in trade embargoes 
against six countries it considers 
adversaries — North Korea, 
Cuba, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
Nicaragua and Libya — could 
prompt retaliation by developing 
nations, leaving U.S. agriculture 
tire prime victim. 

Those officials have struggled 
for two years to get germplasm 
exempted from the embargoes, 
lire State Department has blocked 
those efforts, officials of both 
departments said. 

“I don't think it bodes well for 
us as a country to say, ‘we sup- 
port a free policy of exchange', 
and then have others be able to 
say, ‘well, you don’t send it',” said 
Henry L. Shands. head of the 
U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture's Germplasm Programme 
and a leader of efforts to end the 
embargoes. 

Even with the embargoes, 
American Gene Banks are un- 
rivaled in making their resources 
available to researchers around 
the world, said George White, 
head of the USDA office that 
approves plant imports and ex- 
ports. Each year, 1,500 to 2,000 
shipments are sent to as many as 
120 countries. White said. 

USDA officials note the Un- 
ited States is not alone in restrict- 
ing germplasm exchange for poli- 
tical reasons. Ethiopia, for exam- 
ple. forbids exports of coffee 
germplasm. Turkey embargoes 
export of tobacco germplasm. 
Egypt bans export of cotton 
germplasm. 

Furthermore, germplasm 
embargoes are so easily circum- 
vented that they amount to tittle 
more than a symbolic slap at the 
targeted nations — scientists 
need only slip seeds into an en- 
velope and mail them. 


Malawi bears the burden 


Yemen builds a place 
for booklovers 


By Peter Mathsson 

SOUTH YEMEN — Wednesday 
morning commerce at the main 
. square in historic 7 Seiytin is brisk. 
Spices, vegetables and clothing' 
are traded and sold while 
motorcycles whisk by, barely mis- 
sing customers. 

The square, flanked by the 

• imposing castle which was once 
the residence of the powerful 
rulers of Hadramout. has always 
been the city's centre. At one 

- end. workers are busy construct- 
ing a public library' the city's 

• first. Bookworms and students 
have not had an easy time in 
Democratic Yemen. While the 
literacy rate has soared, the supp- 
ly of reading material has not 
kept up with the demand. 

Semin lies in the heart of the 
Hadramout govemorate. the 
breadbasket of Democratic Ye- 
men. In a country where less than 
one percent of the land is arable, 

■ the governerate plays an impor- 
tant role in feeding the nation. 
The rainfall — even in this 
favoured part of the country — 
may seem minimal, but the water 
’ that rushes down the hillsides 
collects in the “wadis” and is 
sufficient to produce a sizeable 
crop. 

The public library in Seiyun is 
one of hundreds of individual 
schemes within a WFP food-for- 
work project to support commun- 
ity development. The project en- 
compasses a wide range of activi- 
ties, including road building, con- 

• struction of schools and public 
% buildings, improvement of sew- 


age systems and land reclamation 
for agriculture. 

Islam Naser. looks forward to 
the opening of the. new library. 
As -well as a lending Iibrary,--the 
building will have a bookstore. 
Nasser is the. town's bookseller 
and as soon as construction is 
completed he will move in with 
his volumes. 

"Everyone in town has been 
looking forward to this project 
for a long time.” he says. “There 
are more than 800 book titles in 
my store which 1 cannot display 
because of lack of space." 

Book sales are good but he 
concedes that sales will drop if 
people get a chance to borrow 
more readily. Not that he really 
minds; more important is that 
people discover books and start 
reading. Naser's bestsellers are 
children's books, history books 
and dictionaries; perhaps an in- 
dication of the high degree of 
literacy among youngsters, the 
new nation's interest in its past 
and a thirst for learning other 
languages. Unfortunately, the 
English- Arabic dictionaries are 
sold out in Naser’s bookstore but 
there is an ample supply of Rus- 
sian-Arabic lexicons for those 
trying to tackle Checfcov in its 
original language. 

The existing library is housed 
in the Kathiri Sultan's old palace 
(last tenant. Sultan Hussein Ben 
Saleh), now renamed Palace of 
the Revolution. An obvious loca- 
tion. one would think, since this 
former centre of power now 
serves as a multicultural forum, 
featuring an archaeological 


museum and various exhibitions 
depicting the liberation struggle, 
folklore and handicrafts. But on 
this particular Wednesday morn- 
ing. the books 'are c maecessible to 
•the public because thg library is 
padlocked and the library is pad- 
locked and the librarian nowhere 
to be found. “Just as well,” sighs 
a local palace employee, “they 
don’t have much anyway." 

Construction of the new library 
is progressing rapidly. Work was 
started in October 1987 and city 
authorities expect to open it to 
the public in 1988. Some 35 
labourers are directly engaged in 
building, while at another site 
workers mix sand, day and straw 
to mould traditional bricks, the 
construction workers take home 
45 Yemeni dinars (S135) a month 
and in addition are allotted five 
WFP food rations valued at 15 
dinars. 

“It will really be great when 
this place is finished," explained 
Ahmed Obeid, Director of the 
Planning Unit in the District 
Commissioner's Office. “In the 
crammed facilities we have now 
there isn't any place to sit down 
and read. People come to this 
square from all tbe surrounding 
areas to shop and do other 
errands. While waiting for the 
bus they can slip into the library 
and pass the time doing some- 
thing worthwhile. Not to speak of 
all the drivers just hanging 
around; now they will have some- 
thing to do. Now they have a 
place where they can read.” 
( World Food Programme 
Journal). 


‘African’ bee finds friends 


NEW YORK — Although it is 
presumably unaware of the fact, 
the African honey bee has ac- 
quired a decidedly unfavourable 
reputation due to the attentions 
of the world's media. 

First, to call it "African" is a 
misnomer for the insect actually 
hails from Brazil. And with labels 
including “killer", it is not sur- 
prising tiiar it has been portrayed 
as an unmitigated vi Ilian. 

But tiie much maligned bee has 
at last found friends — and' in- 
fluential ones, too. A group of 
scientists from prestigious Cor- 
nell University has sprung to its 
defence. While conceeding that it 
may be aggressive, they daim that 
it is the victim of exaggeration 
and misconceptions. 

The ‘‘African” honey bee is a 
hybrid which buzzed into the 
headlines after 26 swarms of its 
fellows were accidentally released 
at Sac Paulo in 1956. 

The Brazilians had imported 
African bees in the hope that the 
ensuing cross-breeds would prove 
docile and highly productive. But 
the experiment misfired, and be- 
fore long there were Jnrid 
accounts of the “killer" bees’ 
progress as they advanced north- 


wards at tbe rate of about 500 
kilometres a year. 

■ These reports of people, pets 
and livestock suffering deaths 
from countless stings, read like 
the plots of science-fiction stories 
and films. 

But apart from its irascibility, 
does the "African" bee deserve 
the bad image it has been given? 
No. say the Cornell scientists, 
who argue that the creature has a 
number of positive qualities. 

For instance, it was not a poor 
pollinator as had been claimed. 
Because it matured faster, it 
needed more pollen than other 
strains to sustain itself. But far- 
mers’ fears of poor fruit crops 
were groundless. 

A poor honey producer? On 
the contrary, the scientists retort. 
Although Brazil’s production 
dropped for ten years after the 
hybrid bee appeared, this might 
be explained by the beekeepers' 
inability to cope with the new- 
comer’s aggressive behaviour. 

But now that they had learned 
new techniques, honey produc- 
tion had reached record levels. 

Moreover, tbe scientists add. in 
one important respect the “Afri- 
can* 1 bee is superior to other 


strains. This was because it was 
resistant to a mite called varroa 
jacobsoni. 

This tiny parasite attaches itself 
to adult bees, larvae and pupae, 
sucking blood and causing weak- 
ness and premature death. 

It has now invaded colonies of 
U.S. bees, threatening the lucra- 
tive domestic honey industry. 
Thus the “African” bee’s advent 
there may not prove to be the 
disaster feared, but something of 
a blessing in disguise. 

— Lion features 


of Mozambique’s war refugees 


By Melinda Ham 

BLANTYRE, Malawi — In less 
than three years, over 600,000 
Mozambicans havte fled junto 
nei^bourrog Malawi. To escape 
civil war in their own country. 

They have placed a heavy bur- 
den on one of the poorest and 
most densely populated countries 
in Africa. Malawi now has one of 
the biggest refugee problems in 
the world. 

Yet little is heard about it 
because Malawi's relief operation 
is a success story. 

An International Red Cross 
official says: “Headquarters feel 
this is the best relief operation in 
Africa. This is due to the positive 
attitude of all Malawians from the 
government to villagers.” 

Malawians say their country's 
border with Mozambique, cre- 
ated during colonial days, is 
artificial. “We speak the same 
language," says a Malawian truck 
driver. “They are our broth es and 
sisters.” 

In one southern district tbe 
ratio of refugees to local popula- 
tion is now 150 per cent. The 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner foT Refugees (UNHCR) 
expects the total number to rise 
to 840,000 by the end of this year 
— equivalent to 10 per cent of tbe 
Malawian population. 

Mozambicans are having to be 
squeezed into districts where 
there are already serious land 
pressures and demands on ser- 
vices. 

Thousands of trees have been 
feDed as refugees search for fire- 
wood. Roads have been damaged 
with the extra weight of more 
than 600 truck loads of supplies a 
month. 

This large influx,” said a re- 
cent aid agency report, “has ex- 
acerbated fiscal pressures, di- 
verted scarce government man- 
agerial resources and strained 
Malawi’s limited social infrastruc- 
ture, particularly health and 
education.” 

The relief operation began in 
September 1986, with the Malawi 
Red Cross Society (MRCS) aid- 
ing 30.000 "displaced persons." 
The government soon set up a 
high-level committee to coordin- 
ate the assistance of different 
government ministries. 

By mid-1987, Malawi could no 
longer cope alone as refugees 


continued to pour across the bor- 
der. So in September. UNHCR 
was asked to coordinate relief 
while the World Food Program- 
me brought in food. ' 

: But despite' :this international. - 
assistance, the Malawfaii. govern- . 
ment and non-government orga- 
nisations (NGOs) are still the 
most visible participants in the 
relief effort. 

RCS is now responsible for 
distributing every month about 
9,000 tonnes of food and other 
items, such as blankets, clothes 
and cooking pots. The Christian 
Services Committee of Malawi 
provides materials so refugees 
can build huts. 

Malawi Save the Children 
Fund gives seeds, fertiliser, tools 
and technical advice to encourage 
vegetable growing. This provides 
refugees with essential vitamins 
And if they sell their surplus at 
the market they can get cash. It 
also proides employment. 

Tbe education and health 
ministries have had to provide for 
Mozambicans as well as Mala- 
wians. 

There are free schools in all the 
refugee camps. But they are de- 
sperately under-staffed. Man- 
khokwe — tbe biggest camp at 
tbe southern most point of Mala- 
wi — has a school for 9,000 
children but has only 41 Mozam- 
bican teachers. 

Children are taught tbe 
Mozambican syllabus in Portu- 
guese. They learn basic reading, 
writing and maths. But they have 
□o books, paper or pencils. 

The Ministry of Health has set 
up clinics in the camps that also 
care for Malawians. They are run 
by Malawian health assistants 
with doctors and nurses from 
Medicins sans Frontiers (France) 
and International Rescue Com- 
mittee (USA). 

Refugees participate in health 
planning. Each section of the 
camp elects a health committee 
whose members ensure that any 
sick person is brought immediate- 
ly to the clinic. The committee 
also decides what sanitation and 
drainage facilities are needed. 

Clinics run nutrition, hygiene 
and ante-natal classes. Mal- 
nourished children — with swol- 
len stomachs, orange thinning 
hair and open sores — are cared 
for in special intensive feeding 
centres. 
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They are fed five meals of 
high-energy milk with added oil 
and sugar as well as “likuniphala” 
— a porridge made of maize, 
beans and groundnuts. 

One indicator of the success of 
health care in the camps is the 
under-five mortality rate — an 
average 73 deaths per 1,000 a 
year. The national average for 


Malawi is 270. 

Refugees in some areas also 
seem materially better off than 
local people. They are given 
clothes, soap, a water container, 
three enamel cooking pots, and a 
blanket for each family member. 

Some aid workers say their 
needs have been over-estimated 
because many refugees are selling 


these items in local markets. But 
this illustrates tbe need of many 
for a cash income and their desire 
to regain some control over their 
own lives. 

And although most refugees 
say they have been very well- 
treated in Malawi, their desire to 
return home is strong. 

— Panos. 
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Report urges sweeping 
EC monetary changes 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) — A report prepared for the 
12-nation European Community (EC) urges Euro- 
pean nations to make sweeping changes in their 
economic and monetary policies to forge a common 
currency and central bank. 

Britain immediately expressed tion of wisdom." 
opposition to the unity push But be said governments would 

nrooosed in the report released have to make by the end of this 


Britain imme diately expressed 
opposition to the unity push 
proposed in the report released 
Monday. 

"The economic and monetary 
union which is spelled out there 
would in effect require political 
union — a United States of 
Europe," said Nigel Lawson, Bri- 
tain’s chancellor of the exche- 
quer. 

"That’s simply not on the agen- 
da now nor for the foreseeable 
future," he told reporters. 

■ The report, released in Luxem- 
bourg. urged the nations of the 
Common Market trading bloc to 
begin the move toward economic 
and monetary union no later than 
July 1. 1990. 

Such a drive, it said, “repre- 
sents a quantum jump which 
could secure a significant increase 
in economic welfare in the Com- 
munity.” 

The report by a 17-member 
committee, including European 
centra] bankers, will be discussed 
in June at a summit of the leaders 
of the nations making op the 
Common Market. Jacques De- 
fers, president of the European 
Commission, the Community’s 
executive body, was chairman of 
the panel. 

■ The recommendations in the 
report would require major 
changes is the way in which the 12 
nations conduct economic and 
monetary policy. 

Lawson complained the prop- 
osals would force countries to 
give up some sovereignty to new 
institutions. 

“We cannot accept die transfer 
of sovereignty implied by the 
Defers report,” he said. 

He also said, "the eventual 
destination (mapped out in the 
report) represents a concept of 
the European Community which 
we do not share.” 

The moves would add a new 
dimension to the European Com- 
munity's plans to fashion a single 
market by the end of 1992. By 
that date, the nations hope to 
remove the many trade barriers 
that separate them. 

The report said the fashioning 
of economic unity would give the 
Common Market more leverage 
in international negotiations and 
strengthen its hand in influencing 
relations between richer and 
poorer countries. 

it said the creation of such a 
united front must be “viewed as a 
single process." 

“The decision to enter upon 
the first stage should be a deci- 
sion to embark on the entire 
process," it said. 

No timetable was offered. De- 
fers told reporters it was “not a 
matter of timidity... it’s a ques- 


year the initial decisions to go 
along with the drive. 

The key changes suggested in 
the report focus on monetary 
policy. 

“A monetary union would re- 
quire a angle monetary policy 
and responsibility for the for- 
mulation of this policy would 
consequently have to be vested in 
one decision-making body,” the 
report said. 

It said the new institution — 
the European Systran of Central 
B anks — would be charged with 
makin g and implementing monet- 
ary policy as well as managing 
exchange rate policy. 

It would be given the goal of 
pursuing of stable prices. 

The report recommended crea- 
tion of a single currency. Each 
nation would have to abandon its 
current currency. 

The Common Market now has 
a monetary unit, called the Euro- 
pean Currency Unit. Jts use is 
limited, and its value is based on 
a basket of the currencies of the 
member nations. 

The report said, “a single cur- 
rency would dearly demonstrate 
the irreversibility of the move to 
monetary umon." 

A single currency, it said, 
would have a greater weight in 
comparison with other world cur- 
rencies than any individual Euro- 
pean currency. 

It urged that all 12 of the 
nations’ currencies be linked to 
the European exchange rate 
mechanism. Eight currencies 
already are part of that system, 
which keeps their values roughly 
steady within certain bands. 

The currencies of Britain, 
Spain, Greece and Portugal are 
not part of the linkage. 

The report did not press for 
dramatic changes in economic 
policies, although it did say deci- 
sions should be “placed within an 
agreed macro-economic 
framework and be subject to 
binding procedures and rules." 

“This would permit the deter-* 
urination of an overall policy 
stance for the Community as a 
whole,” it said. 

Such a plan, it said, would 
“avoid unsustainable differences 
between individual member 
countries in public sector borrow- • 
ing requirements.” 

It also suggested binding rules 
limiting the size and financing of 
governments' budget defidts. 

Some of the recommendations 
would require changes in the 
Treaty of Rome, which sets the 
legal foundation for the Euro- 
pean-wide market in 1992. 


Executive Opportunities 


litt&HZ Management Consultants , the leading 

Jordanian management consulting firm. Is 
conducting the following executive search for a leader 
in household appliances and goods. Our client Is 
looking for several key executives to Join them In 
expanding their market share and adding new 
businesses. 

Director Marketing 

The Director of Marketing will Implement a new 
market strategy for Jordan and selected export 
markets, having accountability for local and export 
sales. Candidates will have an MBA from a first rale 
US or European business school, a BA/BSc in 
economics or engineering and at least 3-5 years of 
consumer products marketing experience. 

Director Corporate Planning 

The Director of Corporate Planning will be 
accountable for implementing a growth-oriented 
business strategy and for developing corporate and 
divisional plans. Candidates will have an MBA in 
marketing or finance from a first rate US. or 
European business school, with at least 3-5 years of 
business planning experience. 

Director of Engineering 
and Product Development 

The Director of Engineering and Product 
Development will be accountable for developing new 
products and for upgrading current products to meet 
consumer demands. He/She will also be responsible 
for Improving the current manufacturing process 
through the use or recognized industrial engineering 
techniques. Candidates will have an MSc degree In 
mechanical engineering from a first rale US. or 
European university and 5- 10 years of experience in 
a consumer products company. 

All candidates are required to be fluent in Arabic and 
English, and have excellent leadership, interpersonal 
and communication skills. The above positions offer 
attractive remuneration, benefits and career 
advancement. Qualified candidates should reply in 
writing with salaiy history to: 


MMIS Management Consultants 

Industrial Development Bank 

P.O. Bax 2991, Amman, Jordan 

Phone: 962 6 649040 Fax: 962 6 649041 


Common market members are: 
Britain, Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Denmark, Luxembourg, 
Spain, Greece, Italy, Portugal, 
The Netherlands and Ireland. 

Banking reciprocity 

Meanwhile, European finance 
minis ters have given a “favour- 
able reception” to revised rules 
setting out conditions for U.S. 
and other foreign banks to gain 
access to the European financial 
market. 

The finance ministers of the 
12-nation EC discussed the mea- 
sures at their monthly meeting in 
Luxembourg Monday. 

Afterward, the trading bloc 
issued a statement saying the 
officials “gave a generally favour- 
able reception” to the changes 
announced last week by Sir Leon 
Brittan, chief of the Community’s 
financial services sector. 

“No ministers were hostile," 
the statement said. 

Lawson told reporters the revi- 
rions represented a “very sub- 
stantial improvement on the ori- 
ginal proposals.” 

“They are not 100 per cent 
acceptable as they stand but they 
go a very Ing way to meeting our 
concerns,” he said. 

The fresh proposal, offered by 
Brittan, covered a “reciprocity’' 
danse in banking rules that 
American officials fear will be 
used to keep U.S. banks out of 
the lucrative European market 
being formed by the end of 1992. 

Under the original plan, a bank 
granted a license in one of the 12 
Common Market nations would 
be able to operate freely in any of 
the others. The bank would be 
required to follow the rules of the 
country winch initially approved 
the license application. 

U.S. and other foreign b anks 
would also be eligible for such a 
license. But a foreign bank would 
only be granted the, license if 
European banks were given re- 
ciprocal access in that bank’s 
home country. 

The license application from a 
foreign bank could have been 
held up for as long as three 
months while the European Com- 
mission decided whether to grant 
it. 

U.S. officials have expressed 
concern about the Community’s 
use of the term “redprodty.” 
They fear American banks will be 
•subjected to crippling 'restrictions 
because U.S. banking rules are 
much tighter than those in some 
European countries. 

Under Britain’s revised plan, 
license applications from foreign 
banks would not be considered 
on a one-by-one basis. Instead, 
the European Commission would 
conduct periodic reviews of fore- 
ign countries to assess their treat- 
ment of European banks. 

Brittan said last week that if the 
review showed that EC banks did 
not have access to a market, then 
license applications from that 
country would be suspended. 

The idea of the European-wide 
market is to reduce the restric- 
tions that keep goods, services, 
people and money from moving 
freely among the 12 countries. 
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A ship is being loaded with Jordanian phosphate at the port at Aqaba (Fie photo) 

Jordan boosts phosphate exports 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan - some seven miljjon tonnes by the programme for producing half a 
Phosphate Mines Company end of the year. milhon tonnes of phosphate dur- 

(JPMC) has increased its exports According to Azar, the com- ing 1989, rising to one million in 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan - 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) has increased its exports 
of phosphate during the first 

r ter of 1989, and it has plans 
development projects to in- 
crease production, JPMC Direc- 
tor-General Wasef Azar 
announced Tuesday. 

Azar said that in the first quarter 
of 1989 the company's mines pro- 
duced 1.7 milli on tonnes of phos- 
phate, registering an increase of 
13 per cent over production fi- 
gures in the same period of last 
year. 

He expressed hope that the 
company will maintain its produc- 
tion momentum and produce 


some seven million tonnes by the 
end of the y&u. 

According to Azar, the com- 
pany registered a record figure in 
phosphate exports so far this 
year, altogether exporting 1.7 

millinn formes a gains t 13 million 

tonnes in the same period of 
1988. 

The company, he said, in- 
creased its production of alumi- 
nium fluoride in the first quarter 
of 1989 and produced 3270 ton- 
nes, an increase of 10 per cent 
over the same period of last year. 

Referring to the Shidieh mine 
in southern Jordan, Azar said 
that production at the mine 
started last year and there is a 


the coming year and three minion 
in 1992. 

At present, the JPMC is study- 
ing a number of options for car- 
rying out development schemes 
and in creasing its exports and 
producing certain types of fertilis- 
ers that can be used for domestic 
plants and gardens in the country, 
Azar noted. 

He said that the JPMC lately 
produced two types of fertilizers 
to meet the local needs; and it is 
hoped that these will be available 
in sufficient quantities in the local 
markets. 


GPA of Ireland places world’s 
biggest commercial aircraft order 


PARIS (R) — Irish-based GPA 
Group Ltd, the world's leading 
aircraft leasing company, said 
Tuesday it had ordered 308 new 
airliners worth a total S16.8 bil- 
lion from three manufacturers. 

The order was by far the big- 
gest to be announced on the same 
day by a angle company. The 
previous record was held by U.S.- 
based carrier Delta Airlines 
which last September ordered 
$103 billion worth of jets from 
two U.S. suppliers. 

GPA said in a statement which 
was being issued in Pam, London 
and New York that the biggest 
part of its order, worth $9.4 
billion, would go to the Boeing 
Co. of Seattle, Washington, for 
92 short-range 737 airliners, 50 
short-to-mednuxi range 757s and 


40 medium-range 767s. 

From the four-nation Euro- 
pean consortium. Airbus Indus- 
trie, GPA said it had ordered 30 
short-to-medium range A320s 
and 24 medium-to-Iong-range 
A3 30s and long-range A340s for a 
total $4.3 billion. 

From McDonnell Douglas 
Corp, based in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, it had ordered 64 short-to- 
medium range MD-80s and eight 
medlum-to-long range MD-lls 
totalling $3.1 billion. 

GPA, a private company based 
at Shannon Airport, Ireland, and 
formerly known as Guinness Peat 
Aviation, said the new business 
brought its cumulative orders and 
options for new aircraft to 819 
units, valued at arouand $30 bil- 
lion. 


It said the value of die orders 
announced Tuesday was based on 
current list price plus a built-in 
inflation rate, until delivery, of 
four per cent 'annually. 

Scheduled defivny dates, were 
not immediately available. 

GPA said die orders would be 
worth rnoye than $500 milli on to 
British-based aeroengine maker 
Rolls-Royce PLC which would 
provide die power plants for the 
50 Boeing 7S7s. 

Other engine suppliers would 
indude Franco-American group 
CFM International, General 
Electric Co. of the United States, 
U.S.-West European consortium 
International' Aeroengines and 
Pratt and Whitney of foe United 
States, GPA said. 


Soviet minister unveils new, 
progressive tax structure 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Union has unveiled a new, prog- 
ressive income tax with rates as 
high as 50 per cent for workers 
who earn more than seven times 
the average wage. 

Finance Minister Boris Gostev 
said Monday in an interview with 
foe Communist Party newspaper 
Pravda that die tax structure that 
will go into effect in January 
makes the first changes in 46 
years. 

The tax structure, in foe form 
of a draft law, was published in 
Pravda Sunday. The. draft must 
be approved by the government 
before it becomes law. 

Soviets now pay a flat 10 per 
cent of their income in taxes if 
they make less than 200 roubles 
(foe equivalent of $320) a month, 
and foe. rate increases a few per- 
centage points for higher in- 
comes. 

The average industrial worker 
makes 217 roubles ($347) a 
month. 

Most taxes are withheld at the 
workplace, and workers do not 
need to file annual tax returns. 

The new tax structure sets a tax 
rate of 12.2 per cent for incomes 
of 700 roubles ($1,120) a month 
up to 50 per cent for incomes in 
excess of 1300 roubles ($2,400) a 


month. 

Gostev said only 3.4 per cent of 
Soviet workers make more than 
500 roubles ($800) a month, and 
that most Soviets will not be 
affected by foe new tax structure. 

The finance minister said that 
cooperatives, individuals who 
have struck out on their own to 
produce goods and services and 
other reforms fostered by Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev “have 
raised foe level of material secur- 
ity of Soviet citizens and at the 
same time raised foe differentia- 
tion of foe population’s income.” 

A new tax structure is neces- 
sary to reflect those changes, he 
said. 

The structure calls for elimina- 
tion of taxes for those making less 
than 80 roubles ($130) a month. 
Government officials consider an 
income slightly less than that to 
be the minimum necessary to get 
by in Soviet society. 

It also calls for reduction in foe 
tax rate for those who make 
between 80 and 100 roubles 
($160), with officials determining 
later how big the reduction 
should be. 

Wage-earners with four or 
more dependents would be eligi- 
ble for a tax cut of 30 per cent 
from the new rates, according to 


foe published report. 

Soviet taxpayers who earn 
money from several difference 
sources now must pay separately 
on each of the sources. But Gos- 
tev said foe new law would unify 
all income sources and require 
taxpayers to pay on their total 
income. 

It also would indude stiff 
penalties for trying to avoid 
taxes, he said. 

Poll finds fanners 
way of land leasing 

Meanwhile, 1 a poll has shown 
that collective fanners are wary 
and confused about new laws 
permitting them to lease land, but 
most see the move toward private 
property as the only cure for foe 
country’s agricultural crisis. 

'The poll of 176 heads of collec- 
tive farms by the Kursk Agri- 
cultural Institute found that only 
one-fifth believed strongly in 
leasing and almost half answered. 
“I have doubts about it, but I just ' 
don’t see any other way.” 

Y* Vorobyov, dean of foe insti- 
tute in Kursk, a southwestern 
Russian dty, said many feared 
that what they could achieve on 
private land could be lot if the 
government later reversed its 
support of leasing. 


Hungary, Israel move towards commercial ties 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Hungarian 
and Israeli officials have set up 
two join committees to improve 
commercial ties between the two 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished apartment in Shmeisani, behind the Arab Bank. 
Consisting of two bedrooms, joint & living & dining room. 
Centrally heated with tel. & Col. T.V. 

Call daily Tel No. 666987 
from 10 a.m.-5 pjn. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located in Sweffieh and consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, telephone 
with independent garden and entrance. All services are 
independent, de-luxe furniture and. modem building. 

For more Information please call tel: 810423, 
813377; 


countries as a step toward norma- 
lising diplomatic relations, fore- 
ign ministry officials said 
Monday. 

The step was agreed to during 
the four-day vist of Hungarian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Laszlo 
kovacs that ended Sunday, said 
the officials who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Kovacs Is the highest ranking 
Hungarian foreign ministry offi- 
cial to visit Israel since Budapest 
broke off diplomatic ties along 
with the rest of the East Bloc 
countries except Romania, after 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

It is widely expected that Hun- 


gary, which exchanged interest 
sections with.- Israel in March 
1988, will be the first Eastern 
Bloc nation' to renew diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 

In his meeting last week with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens, Kovacs expressed the de- 
sire to “accelerate the process of 
normalisation” between the two 
countries, the ministry officials 
said. 

The two committees set up, 
one to deal with investment and 
the other to deal with taxation, 
follow an earlier agreement to 
increase cultural and transporta- 
tion links. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists ^f one pepiroom, .large salon, veranda, modem 
kitchen and bathroom, with separate central heating and 
telephone. 

Location! Umm Uthaina At Janoubi near San Rock Hotel. 

Call tel: 823960 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

Ministry raises price of ‘Halibona* milk 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Supply has raiscd tfac griccof 
milir it im p orts to be sold at JP 1 per kilogramme w from 720 ns, 
according to a report in AL Ral Arabic daily Tuesday . The report 
said that the “Halibona” brand milk has increased m price ra the 
country of origin which rendered the raise m ipnce raevtfabtehwe. 
The report said that even with the new hike m price, the consumer 
is not paying the cost of the imported Hafibona-dry instant imaL 
The report said that the Ministry of Supply 
250 fils for each kilogramme. The report also said that the Munflry 
of Supply was forced to raise the price of cootangfat for stmfisr 
reasons? A two kilogramme can of foe “ghazaT brand now sells for 
JD 1.25 up from JD 1.03. 

CVDB extends eight loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Oties and Villages Development Bank 
(CVDB) last month provided eight loans to local councils in the 
Kingdom totalling JD 330,000 to help them cany out projects and 
improve services. The bank said in a statistical bulletin that it 
last month concluded* a total of 17 loan agreements worth JD 
276,000 which wffl be offered to the councils at a later stage. 
Ac co r ding to statement, the loans are being used to open roads 

and improve services in rural areas. . . 

Oman’s biggest bank raises profits 

MUSCAT (R) — Oman International Bank, the country's biggest, 
increased its net profits in calendar 1988 by about 12 p er ce nt 
despite heavier provisions against bad loans. A bank spokesman 
said profits totalled 753,000 nyals ($1-96 milfion), while total assets 
rose by about 18 per cent to 163.95 million riyals ($426 mifiion). 
The bank set aside 4.7 million riyals ($12.2 million) in provisions 
for bad loans against 2.06 milli on ($5.35 milhon) in 1987. The 
said bank chairman Omar Ibn Abdul Mu nini AI 
Zawawi told shareholders that foe bank’s treasury operations and 
income from commissions pefoimed well despite growing competi- 
tion. A jump of 32 per cent in deposits by customers also helped 
profits, he said. The bank is 100 per cent Omani-owned. 

IBM reports slight rise In earnings 

ARMONK, New York (R) — International Business Machines 
Corp (IBM) regarded as a key indicator among U.S. industrial 
companies, Friday reported a slight rise in first-quarter earnings of 
1.8 per cent to $950 milli on. “Worldwide demand across our 
product line continues to be good,” the company said. “Our 
I first-quarter results improved despite a short-term chip shortage 
that affected some large system shipments." IBM said its expecta- 
tions for 1989 remained unchanged. Wall Street, winch sees IBM as 
! a key indicator of how other industrial companies are faxing, was 
pleased with the results. Revenues increased 5.6 per cent to $12.73 
billion from $12.06 bflfion in 1988’s initial quarter. Analysts said 
there are some signs that domestic order rates for the computer 
indbostry may be improving and overseas sales continue to be 
strong. 

Ethiopia gets loan to improve port 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ethiopia, often threatened by hunger, 
will get a $7? c - milli rm loan from the World Bank on easy terms, 
designed to make imports of food and other goods easier by 
improving foe Red Sea port of Assab. An announcement by the 
bank said foe money would go to build two berths and cargo- 
handling equipment, and for the replacement or repair of trucks. 
Exports as well as imports are expected to be helped. The loan is 
for 40 years, including a 10-year grace period during which only 
interest of less than one per cent, will be due. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, April 18, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sttdi 


Swiss banc 


Bay Sefl 

538.0 542.0 
918.4 928.2 
288.7 291.6 
327.9 331.8 


French franc 85 3 86 I 

Japanese yen (for 100) 406.9 410.8 
Dutch guilder 255.9 258.3 

Swedish crown 84.8 85^6 

Italian tin (for 100) 39J 39.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 137.9 139.2 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7080/90 

1.1855/65 

1.8638/45 

2.1025/35 

1.6387/97 

39.00/03 

6.3075/125 

1367/1368 

132.15/25 

63450/500 

6.7690/740 

7.2530/80 

385.30/385.60 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



By Reuters 

SYDNEY — Prices dosed slightly firmer ever though Australia’s 
current account deficit for March was larger than expected. The 
All Ordinaries index rose 1.7 to 1,421.4. 

TOKYO — - Prices fluctuated in a narrow range and d os ed mixed 
with many investors awaiting inflation indicators from both Japan 
and foe United States. The Nikkei index was up 1333 at 
33321.66. 

HONG KONG — Most institutions stayed on the ridelines ahead 
of U.S. inflation indicators but retail-dominated stocks made 
marginal gains. The Hang Seng index rose 1.45 to 3,135.43. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed narrowly mixed after "hectic 
afternoon trading when speculative buyers returned to the market 
to reverse earlier profit-taking. The straits Times industrial index 
was down 0.76 at 1,257.57. 

BOMBAY — Stock market dosed for Mahavira Jayanti holiday. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended trade narrowly mixed as the 
recent surge in prices ran out of steam while profit-faking 
remained inmted. The DAX index ended a mere 0.48 points 
down at 1,394.14, m r* 

ZURICH — Share prices ended a quiet session steady to shehtlv 
higher with demand centred on selected shares. Today’s rise m 
Swiss interest rates was seen as a negative factor. 

PARIS — Share prices extended opening losses by foe midsession 
but in moderate volume with many operators taking to the 

sidelines. The bourse index was down 0.46 per cent at midscssion 

extending an opening drop of 036 per cent. 

LONDON — Shares reached the day’s highs on relief that U.S. 
inflation data was in tine with forecasts and that U.S. March 
housing starts were lower than anticipated. At 1313 GMT the 
FTSE 100 index touched a. peak, of 2,073.8, up 19.1 points. 

NEW YORK — Stocks showed strong gains throughout the list 
but paused at their higher levels. They jumped following news 
that foe March consumer index rose 0.5 per cent. The Dow rose 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Belgrade bids to host 1993 World Indoor 

ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — Belgrade plans to bid to host the 
1993 World Indoor athletics championships, a sports official said 
Tuesday. “Belgrade will get a big sports ball for . foe 1994 
basketball world diampionsldp with a 20,000 seating capacity and 
an athletics track with all facilities,” said Dusan JVfitcvic, a 
member of the Yugoslav Olympic Committee. “So there should 
be no problems m organising the athletics world championships 
there.” Belgrade is also an official candidate for the 1996 Olympic 
Games. 

Wimbledon prize money soars. 

LONDON (R) — Prize money for this year’s Wimbledon te nnis 


for the first time. The total to be won is 3,063,049 pounds 
($5,329,700) awarded compared to 2,630,308 pounds ($4,471,150) 
last year, the chairman of the All Englan d dub. Buzzer 
Hadmgham, announced Tuesday. The men's champion will earn 
190,000 pounds ($323,000), an increase of 250,000 pounds 
($42,500). The women’s champion is to collect 171,000 pounds 
($290,000), compared to 148,500 pounds ($252,450) last year. 

Knowles goes out of snooker in 1st round . 

SHEFFIELD, England (R) — Englishman Tony Knowles, who 
caused one of the biggest upsets in the history of the world 
snooker championship seven years ago, became a shock first- 
round loser himself Monday. Knowles, whose main claim to fame 
was his 10-1 victory over tide favourite Steve Davis in the first 
round of die 1982 championship, lost 10-6 to David Roe of 
England, who has not previously qualified for the competition 
proper. Knowles trailed 5-4 going into the final session. That soon 
betaine 7-4 and although he managed to pull back to 8-6 down an 
incident at the start of the 15th frame upset his concentration. 
Referee John William* twice called him for a miss, ruling he had 
not made a genuine attempt to play the ball. Roe responded with 
a brilliant clearance from yellow to pink to win the frame, then 
fluked the black in the next to complete the best victory of his 
three-year professional career. Knowles criticised WilHams’s 
decision. “At the stage of the match it was an unfair call,” he said. 
“I was under enough pressure as it was. 

U.S. agents breakup steroid-making ring 

MIAMI (AP) — The head of the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration warned the nation's youth Monday about the 
dangers of steroid manufacturing and counterfeiting operation. 
U.S. attorney Dexter Lehtinen said Justin Rogers Routt, 28, and 
dark Scott Daniels, 23, were charged separately with illegally 
manufacturing and distributing conterfeit anabolic steroid pro- 


GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES GO REM 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

CUM) TrttMM MMBa fianfcaa, hie. 


East-West 

deals. 


vulnerable. 


WHICH FINESSE? 
South North sin 



NORTH 

* A J 7 
K 18 7 

0 76 

* Q 10 7 6 3 

WEST EAST 

*Q6 *5432 

*_6„5 5 I 9 4 3 

-0 QJ-R^2 OlA-9-5-4. 

* K84 -*J 



SOUTH 

* K 10 9 8 
9AQ2 
0X11 

* A J 9 2 

The biddSxrg: 

Sooth 

West North 

1 NT 

Para 3 NT 

Pus 

Pan 


Opening lead: Three of O 
When you have a choice of fi- 
nesses, how do you know which one 
to take? In his lesson series, Eddie 
Kantar presents a simple rule: When 
you need only one finesse and you 
are mming the queen in one suit and 
the king in another, play the ace- 
king of the suit in which you are 
the queen and, if the queen 
doesn’t drop, take the finesse in the 
other suit. He gives this example. 
The bidding is simple enough. 


North simply adds his 10 points to 
partner’s announced 15-18 and, 
with a balanced hand and no four- 
card major, proceeds directly to Us 
goaL 

Note West's lead of his fourth- 
best diamond, not the queen, which 
might be right against a suit con- 
tract. East wins the ace and returns 
the four,, the correct way to show an 
-originalholding of fonr-caris in the- 
- suit.- Declarer wins and, with only 
seven fast winners, has to decide 
which black-suit to tackle to devel- 
op the extra tricks he needs. 

It might seem natural to go after 
dubs first, since you have nine cards 
in that suit as against only seven in 
Spades. Indeed, in duplicate pairs, 
where ovetricks matter , it is proba- 
bly the fine you should adopt. Bnt at 
rubber bridge you can combine your 
chances and significantly increase 
the odds of bringing home the con- 
tract. Following Kantar's rule, you 
should first cash die ace-king of 
Spades, If you are lucky, as is the 
case here, the queen will fall and 
you have nine tricks. That’s about a 
16 percent chance, nothing to be 
sneezed at. If her majesty doesn’t 
appear, you fall back on the dub 
finesse and are no worse off. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





“The artificial hair stays in place 
because they weave it in with 
your own remaining hair." 




UnseamNe than four Jumbles, 
one totter to each square, to Asm 
tour Qfdbtary worts. 


ETTIL 


THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Bob Lm 


r LUGAH 




Ml 


WROFUR 


HUMILE 



YmttnW 


MowairanoeOwdretedwtarato 

fonn tha swpriso answer, as sug- 
gested by tt» above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jiaribiHE UNCLE BAKED HELMET DRIVEL 

Ana me WhrfDon^ vw- 
A SO “DAME HUNTER" 


ducts as well as di strib u t in g real steroid products without a 
prescription. In a plea bargain, each pleaded guilty to conspiracy, 
mail fraud and adulteration of prescription drugs. TTiey will be 
sentenced in June. Lehtinen said Roott feces a maximum of 16 
years in jail and fines of $1 million and that Daniels feces a 
maximum 13 years in prison and a fine of $750,000. The 
g ov e rnm ent said Routt and Daniels operated two dan destine 
counterfeit steroid manufacturing labs m the South Miami area 
and also had warehouses. 

Frenchman wins wheelchair marathon 

BOSTON (AP) — Philippe Couprie of France won the men’s 
wheelchair division of the Boston marathon Monday, setting a 
world record of 1 hour, 36 minutes, 4 seconds in probably the 
swiftest field yet assembled in die young sport. In the women’s 
wheelchair race, Connie Hansen of Denmark also established a 
world record and upset the favourite, Candace Cable-Brookes of 
the United States, who had dominated the Boston event with six 
victories in the past eight years. Hansen finished in 1:50:06, 
breaking the previous wheelchair record for women by about 8 
minutes. Cable-Brooks finish ed second in 1:52:34. Couprie, who 
finished second in last year’s Boston marathon, pushed, heaved 
and powered his way through the 26.2 mOes (42.1 kilometres) 
under briDiant sunny skies with a gentle spring breeze. He 
averaged about 17 miles (273 kilometres) per hour in his 
custom-made, four-wheel racer. He finished nearly 2 Vi minutes 
ahead of the previous world record of 1:38:27 and won a total of 
524400 in prize money — 57,000 for winning, plus a 57400 bonus 
for setting a course record and a 510,000 bonus for setting the 
world wheelchair record. 

Kasparov under pressure 

BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — Ljubomir Ljubojevic of Yugosla- 
via opened a 1.5-point lead over world champion Garri Kasparov 
Monday in the Chess World Cup-, leaving the titleholder in danger 
of losing top honours for the first time since 1981. With two 
rounds remaining, Ljubojevic, who defeated Iceland's Johann 
Hjartarson in a bair-raiszng 15tb-rotmd battle, has 10V& points out 
of a possible 15. Kasparov is in second place with nine points out 
of 14, after his game with Jesus Nogueiras of Cuba Monday 
fizzled out into a 29-move draw. In more than seven years of 
competition, Kasparov, who won the World Championship crown 
in November 1985, has won outright or tied for first place in every 
event he has played. The last time the foiled to take first place was 
in November 1981 at a tournament in Tilburg, Netherlands. 

Rider’s life no longer threatened 

MONTEREY, California (R) — The Grand Prix circuit for 500cc 
motoreyfes moved Monday from its stop in the United States for 
Europe, but left three riders behind in hospital. They included a 
world champion- rider, a young rider challenging for this year’s 
title and a promising rookte, all of them hurt, in Grnad Prix events 
Sunday. American rookie Bubba Shobert, the most seriously 
hurt, remained in critical but stable condition with a head injury 
in the San Jose, Calif., hospital where he was taken by helicopter 
Sunday. While his conditoin was no longer considered life 
threatening, doctors said the extent of his injuries may not be 
known for four to five days. Australian Wayne Gardner, the 1987 
world champion who was runner-up in the overall standings to 
American Eddie Lawson last year, remained in a Monetary 
hospital near the I ya Scca raceway course where Sunday’s 
U.S. Grand' Prix was run. 
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» HOROSCOPE 


— AaXhartodBy The CarroH fVfJhtur Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
ran will enter the fixed earth sign 
of Tunis, The BoD. at 9&B pun. 
CST. Energy, endurance end 
courage, along with the ability to 
nee these quantise, keeps Taurus 


ARIES (Mar. Z1 to Apr. 19) Here 
is a harmonious day to settle Into. 
Check tor do cu m en ts or important 
paper* that need attending ta Love 
can be blind at this time. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20 ) 
Yon may rub someone the wrong 
way because of muriafonnation. 
Check all the facto before speaking. 
Keep an opeu wihiH- 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Your mooch may awing. This is not 
a good time to push an argument. 
There is a tendency to win your way 
by wearing the other person down. 

MOONOHLDBEN (Jons 22 to 
JnL 21) You may have felt a hit 
down yesterday, but that haa 
changed. Today will be smoother 
with the feeling of making a fresh 
start. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Today 
may not tom out to be aa produc- 
tive aa you intend, hot a lot wfl! still 
be accom p lished. Expect to deal 
with impulsive behavior. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 22) 


Established procedures will work 
best. Gain added insight by study- 
ing career-related journals. Make 
plans that are flexible. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct- 22) 
Others sometimes underestimate 

pears frivolous. A^loosa schedule 
will be more mxo m m od at mg. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Social contacts are pleasing. Expen- 
sive purchases may not be worth 
the price. In other areas judgment 
is on target. Contact parents. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) You vowed you wouldn't take 
that extra bite, and now you must 
makeup the difference. Good news 
keeps you smiling and singing. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
If you work behind the scenes, you 
lessen chances for your creativity to 
be discovered Charm win bring you 
the rewards of companionship. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Throw out old, worn articles and 
ideas. It h time far your annual 
"new day" which is necessary Cor 
your mental well bring. 

PISCES (Feb, 20toMar. 20) Try 
not to exaggerate matters. You can 
be ebanning and convincing at thw 
same tim&Give attention to a legal 
matter that can now be condo dad. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Bernard Mann 


ACROSS 
1 Mountains 
5 Recipe abbr. 
S Nanny's 


If OM govt fip. 

16 m 

17 Mora! 

18 Brigand 

50 Pours srina 

22 .Canceled 

23 Chemical 
■affix 

24 “Feaet” and 
“Manon” 

26 Cmbbag* 
cousin 
26 Tbzy 

dM mmc povuv 

36 “-.my 

brother's 

keeper?" 

34 Auricular 

36 Burin 

37 Chum 

38 

-40 Puna 
41 Mora slick. 

43 Do clearing 

44 Suoo ess or to 
the OSS 

45 Heal 

48 Ropa flbar 

47 Hard to 
find 

48 Accompany 

51 Tot 

52 Au«ta» 

55 Qanre 
69 Trivial 

81 Armpit 

82 Army group 

63 Vast expanse 

64 


■Ubs 

86 Mlmnra 
county 

08 Tim »ona 


67 Dat! Hems 


MMMMMM 


aaaMM 


aaMMMaa 


4 Actor E 
of old 
6 Saminff 

6 Smell p 

7 Certain 

8 Word g 
8 Kind of 

10 Uy p(a 

11 Fix 

13 Pttdhror 
bird 

14 Soak ft 
18 — Khar 
21 Certain 
25 Toro 


28 Pflkw stuffing 

27 With fufl fort* 

28 Agitata 

20 Noted Loodop 38 Decay 
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nnnran nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnn 
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31 WaBdog - 
(elated) 

32 BiMn 
34 Uncover to 


2 SotKuy 

3 Refieh 


36 Soviet letters 


42 Repeat 
48 Decatvad 

47 Mara spirited 

48 Ptfk pad" .. 
M Reason 

61 Samoa lopfc 


52 Tatar 

53 

54 Sorle or 
tannic 

56 — da dune 
67 S. Grant's too 
58 Up 
80 Coostims 


Mixed signals on U.K. clubs reentry into Europe 

UEFA chief: U.K. fans ’beast 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) — Europe’s top soccer 
official Monday accused fans at Britain’s worst 
sports disaster of bebaving “like beasts” and said 
their conduct would jeopardise the chances of 
English dubs returning to European competition. 


“Today I asked the European 
federation if they are still in 
agreement and I think the answer 
wlQ be unanimously no,” said 
UEFA president Jacques 
Georges. 

Georges said the Sheffield soc- 
cer disaster, in which 94 liver- 
pool fens were crushed to death 
at the F.A. Cup semifinal Satur- 
day, was too frightening to con- 
template English teams returning 
to Europe's three major club 
competitions. - - 

“when yon see the feces of the 
people who were in the stands; 
they looked like beasts who had 
just been released, with their eyes 
popping out of their heads. It is 


Germans 
call for more 


FRANKFURT, West Germany 
(AP) — West German officials 
Monday called for more seating 
capacity and emergency exits at 
soccer grounds in the wake of the 
tragedy in England. 

West German soccer officials 
emphasized Monday that such a 
disaster was unlikely in West 
Germany, where the grounds are- 
more modern and where police 
control fans at several points te 
fore they reach the stadiums. 

The Sheffield accident came at 
a time when West German soccer 
officials are completing a second 
examination of stadium safety in 
four years. 

The first revision was ordered 
after the May 1985 disaster at 
Heysel Stadium in Brussels when 
rioting between Liverpool fens 
and supporters of Inventus Turin 
of Italy left 39 fans dead. 

The second safety e xamin ation 
began last year before the Euro- 
pean soccer championships. A 
special commission appointed by 
tiie soccer federation is still visit- 
ing first- and second-division 
grounds. 


terrifying and I think the federa- 
tion will say no.” Georges said in 
a television interview monitored 
in Paris. 

Earlier, UEFA said in a state- 
ment from its Bern headquarters 
that the decision to conditionally 
re-admit English dubs to Euro- 
pean competitions in September 
1990, remained unchanged de- 
spite Saturday's disaster. 

Crowd violence played no 
part in the tragedy, but Georges’ 
c omm ents appeared to alter 
UEFA’s stance. 

Reaction in Britain was swift as 
officials condemned Georges re- 
marks as “untrue, disrespectful to 


Inspection 
of stadiums 
in Asia 
demanded 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
. (AP) — The Asian football con- 
federation urged its affiliates 
Monday to take stock of the 
condition of their generally ag- 
ing stadiums In light of the 
HtHshorongh stadium soccer 
tragedy in England. 

“I am shocked and grieved 
by the incident but let this be a 
good lesson for aO AFC coun- 
tries not to admit excessive 
numbers of fens, especially 
when a key match takes place,” 
AFC general secretary Peter 
Vehtppan told the National 
News Agency Bernama. 

In Aria’s worst soccer disas- 
ter, 84 people died in a stam- 
pede triggered by a hailstorm 
at a stadium hi. Katmandu, 
Nepal, lari year. 

Vdsqppan said that except in 
Middle Eastern countries, 
South Korea and Japan, sta- 
diums in Asia were generaHy 
old, and larger crowds were 
turning out to watch soccer 
games. 


die dead and utterly insensitive.’’ 

The leader of Liverpool City 
Council, Keva Coombes, called 
on the UEFA chief to resign. 

In Palmela, Portugal, last 
"week, UEFA announced it would 
lift the ban on En g lish teams, 
enforced since the 1985 Heysel 
stadium riots when Liverpool 
fens went on a rampage at the 
champions cop final and 39 fans 
died. 

The ban on English teams, 
UEFA said, would end in time 
for the 1990-91 season, pending a 
review next April. 

Bnt in Monday’s interview with 
. the French television network 
FR3, Georges recalled that the 
decision to readmit the English 
dubs was conditional and said the 
events at Sheffield threw the rul- 
ing into question. 

The tragedy “has deeply 
affected public opinion,” he said. 

“It’s once again England, it’s 


suspended . 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — Algeria has 
ordered all soccer matches sus- 
pended for a week following the 
knifing of a goalie during a melee 
at a game last week. 

The “threshold of intolerance” 
has been reached, the President 
of the Algerian Football Federa- 
tion, Mohamed Baghdadi, said in 
a statement issued Sunday. 

Matches were being suspended 
from April 15 to 21, the state- 
ment said, warning that farther 
measures could be enacted 
should further violence occur. 

Algerian soccer matches have 
in the past been the scene of 
unruly behaviour. But fen vio- 
lence during a second division 
match Friday between Constan- 
tine and Setif left two players 
injured. 

Setif goalie Antar Osmani, en- 
circled by about 100 people then 
stabbed in the abdomen, said he 
had never seen “such savagry” 
during his 14-year soccer career. 

In another match at El- 
Affroun, in the centre of the 
country, fens invaded the field 
and sacked a nearby school. 


once again the Livetpool club, it' 1 
once again an expression •> 
savagery,” he said. 

Georges said he thought fev 
European dubs now would ugrc>. 
to play with the English. 

“It’s really a black mark, really z 
black mark against English foot- 
ball,” he said. 

Earlier, a UEFA statement 
said Georges would seek a meet- 
ing with British sports minister 
Colin Moymhan after English au- 
thorities complete their investiga- 
tion of the "massacre at Shef- 
field.” 

On the imm ediate consequ- 
ences of the accident, it said, “as 
far as the return of English clubs 
to the European competitions arc 
concerned, UEFA snail not alter 
the position taken by its executive 
committee in Palmela last week.” 

In Liverpool, Coombes said 
Georges' remarks were “beneath 
contempt*' 


Troops man 
Soviet 


MOSCOW (R) — Several 
thousand troops were used to 
keep order at a recent soccer 
match in the Ukraine, Izvestia 
said Monday, stressing that 
football . organism remains a 
major problem in the Soviet 
Union. 

“Talking about the tragic 
events at the stadium in Shef- 
field, we most not dose our 
eyes to the organisation and 
staging of football matches in 
our sports stadiums,” it said in 
a reference to Saturday’s Brit- 
ish soccer disaster. 

Deputy Ukrainian Interior 
Minister Lieutenant-Genera] 
V. Dnrdinets told the Soviet 
government newspaper that 
knives, iron bars, firecrackers 
and chains were confiscated 
from fa« turning up at a 
match between Spartak Mos- 
cow and Dynamo Kiev. 

“To guarantee order before 
and after the match we had to 
mobffise several thousand In- 
terim ministry troops and offic- 
ers as weB as mififary cadets." 


Contract signed with sports promotion firm 


Soviet boxers to fight in USA 


NEW YORK (AP) Soviet . 
boxers will fight professionally in 
the United States, possibly begin- 
ning late this year. 

It will happen under an agree- 
ment between Momentum Eater- 
prises, Inc., of New York; the 
Soviet Boxing Federation and 
Sovintexsport, which is the entity 
responsible for the commer- 
cialisation of Soviet sports. 

A Soviet player is in the 
National Hockey League, there 
has been talk about Soviets play- 
ing the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation, and an increasing number 
of Soviet tennis players have been 
appearing on both the men's and 
women's tours. There also are 
professional cyclists in the USSR. 
The Soviet Union is a leading 
amateur boxing power. 

“There is a confidentiality 


Peanuts 


danse in the contract, but I can 
say it is for 10 years, worldwide, 
exclusive and a joint venture, 
Lou Falcigno, president of 
Momentum, said Monday at a 
news conference, also attended 
by Victor Galaev, Director- 
General of Sovintersport and 
officials of the Soviet Boxing Fed- 
eration. 

A first group of six Soviet 
boxers will come here by Octo- 
ber, although two could arrive in 
June, according to Faldgno. 
They will train in the New York 
area under American trainers, 
although the group will be accom- 
panied by a Soviet trainer. 

“We hope to get a fight in this 
year or very early next year,” 
Falcingo said, “but we might wait 
'and have all six fight on the same 
card.” 


■ As for the selection process, 
Falcingo said, “the Soviets will 
offer fighters. We will probably 
concentrate on higher weights — 
150 pounds (68 kilogrammes) and 
up.” 

One Soviet boxer he expressed 
interest in is Alexander Mirosh- 
nichenko. a super heavyweight 
who was outpointed by American 
Riddick Bowe in the Olympics at 
Seoul. 

Faldgno said the boxers will be 
signed to individual two-year con- 
tracts, but will be paid by Soviet 
authorities. 

Once a fighter is under con- 
tract, “if they don’t want to fight, 
they can go home,” Faldgno 
said. “They can’t jump contract.'’ 

Roman Dacyshn, executive 
vice president of the Intercan, the 
North American agent for Soviet 


sports, said Momentum wz-. 
selected after 30 to 35 proposal., 
were considered. 

Faldgno said among those sub- 
mitting proposals were promoters 
Don King and Bob Arum and 
Shelly Finkel, who manages 
several fighters. 

Falcigno said Momentum 
would have full authority and 
responsibility to operate and 
manage the joint venture, which 
will be based in New York and 
incorporate the management, 
merchandising, sponsorship m:>. 
endorsement rights to the So vie; 
fighters. 

He also said he hopes io sh.iv - 
case the boxers on aii forms ; 
television and televise their oou . 
to the Soviet Union, where even- 
tually some of their fights wilt re 
held. 
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World News 




Wojtiech Jaruzelski 


Lech Walesa 


Jaruzelski, Walesa 
seal reconciliation 


WARSAW (R) Poland’s Com- 
munist leader General Wojciech 
Jaruzelski and Solidarity leader 
Lech Walesa met Tuesday for 
talks that set the seal on a new era 
of national conciliation in Poland. 

The two leaders met in the 
Sejm (parliament) a day after a 
Warsaw court restored the Soli- 
darity trade union’s legality fol- 
lowing an historic government- 
opposition pact introducing a 
radical liberalisation programme. 

Jaruzelski and Walesa last met 
in November 1981, in an abortive 
attempt to seek a reconciliation, a 
month before Jaruzelski imposed 
martial law in a bid to crush the 
communist world's first free trade 
union. 

Tuesday's meeting was billed 
by officials as a symbolic encounter 
capping a process of reconcilia- 
tion that has changed the face of 
Polish politics in the space of a 
few months and set the country 
on the road to parliamentary 
'democracy. 

Jaruzelski and Walesa met in 
the company of about 30 top 
government. Communist Party 
and Solidarity officials holding 
the first session of a co-ordinating 
committee set up to monitor im- 


plementation of the government- 
opposition reform pact. 

Walesa, who heads the opposi- 
tion team on the committee, was 
in the Sejm when Jaruzelski ar- 
rived in a dark suit escorted by 
Politburo member Stanilsaw 
Gosek and Prime Minister Miec- 
zyslaw Rakowski. 

Under the reforms, the Soli- 
darity-led opposition will enter 
the Sejm for the first time in 
elections next June with 35 per 
cent of the seats. It will also run 
for a new democratically-elected 
senate created under the reforms. 

Poland Tuesday gave a cau- 
tious welcome to economic help 
offered by U.S. President Geoge 
Bush to encourage its reform 
programme. 

A government spokesman cal- 
led the package a positive and 
appropriate step but said Poland 
wanted to see what it meant in 
practice before giving a final 
assessment. 

Bush's proposals appeared to 
clear away the last obstacles to 
nonnaJ relations between the two 
countries remaining from the era 
of economic sanctions slapped on 
Poland by Washington in re- 
sponse to martial law. 


Peking students 
demand freedom 


PEKING (AP) — Thousands of 
Peking students staged a daylong 
, demonstration in Tiananmen 
square, near China's seat of pow- 
er. Tuesday to mourn the death 
j of a reformist leader and demand 
greater democracy. 

Students from several universi- 


ties also staged a sit-in in front of 
the Great Hall of the People just 


off the square, refusing to leave 
until a top official appeared to 
discuss their demands. 

By late afternoon, the number 
participating in the sit-in to de- 
mand the incomes of leaders to 
freedom of speech had swelled to 
nearly 1,00(1. 

They were surrounded by a 
crush of thousands of curious 
Chinese workers and peasants, 
many from outside Peking, who 
were visiting Tiananmen Square, 
China's symbolic centre of power 
and a main tourist attraction. 

Students from at least five Pek- 
ing universities paraded to the 
square during the day behind 
banners and wreathes dedicated 
to former Communist Party chief 
Hu Ynobang. who died a heart 
attack Saturday at age 73. 

Hu was considered a champion 
of the rights of intellectuals and 
was forced to resign in early 1987 
after party conservatives accused 
him of failing to take harsh mea- 
sures againsf pro-democracy stu- 
dent demonstrations during De- 
cember 1986 and January 1987. 

Tuesday's marches became in- 
creasingly political in nature as 
the day went on. with students 


chanting, “long live democracy, 
down with dictatorship, over- 
throw bureaucracy, down with 
corruption.” 

After a smaller march to 
Tiananmen to lay a wreath for Hu 
Monday afternoon, nearly 1,500 
students from Peking University 
■left their campus in northwestern 
Peking at about 2 a.m. Tuesday. 

Nearly 500 students from the 


People’s University joined them 
en route for a four-hour trek by 


foot and bicycle to Tiananmen. 
There, leaders placed a 5-metre 
banner in Hu’s honour on a 
monument to revolutionary 
heroes. 

Students from Qinghua Uni- 
versity, a prominent engineering 
school; the Nationalities Universi- 
ty; the Peking School of Econo- 
mics and others also marched into 
the square, with Qinghua stu- 
dents surging past security to 
hand a wreath to officials inside 
the Great Hall. 

Police kept a low profile 
throughout the day, and made no 
effort to stop the demonstrations. 

Students in Shanghai also mar- 
ched on the Communist Party 
headquarters Monday night with 
a wreath honouring Hu. 

Leaders of the sit-in, which 


began early Tuesday with about 
200 sti ‘ 


students, presented a list of 
seven demands, including reas- 
sessment of the disgraced Hu, 
freedom of speech and press, 
more money for education, and 
disclosure of the incomes of 
leaders. 


Khrushchev hailed as 
perestroika godfather 


By Robert Evans 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — Late Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev, writ- 
ten out of official history for two 
decades, has been hailed at a 
mass Moscow meeting as the man 
who sowed the seeds for Mikhail 
•Gorbachev's “perestroika” re- 
forms. 

Some 2J mil people marking the 
95;h unnomary of Khrushchev's 
birth heard sunivors of Josef 
Stalin's labour camps and intel- 
lectuals persecuted under Leonid 
Brezhnev say on Sunday night 
that current reforms would have 
been impossible without him. 

But historian Roy Medvedev, 
recently elected to the new-style 
Soviet parliament, told the 
gathering in a hall near the Krem- 
lin that Khrushchev's fall in 1964 
provided a lesson that "dark 
forces” constantly fought to pre- 
vent genuine change. 

"None of us in the camps 
wimUi In*.- Micved that nut of 
li v . • • v.alii: there 

v- ii-. ‘ ■»«ic nh»> vtnuld 

•< • • ! M.iliniMii 

out of mural conviction, but 
Khrushchev did,” said former 
prisoner Lev Razgon. 

“The generation of today as 
well as the millions he freed from 
the camps owe him an eternal 
debt of gratitude. He made possi- 


ble what is happening in our 
country now.” 

Economist Gavriil Popov told 
the meeting, organised by the 
Cinema Workers’ Union, that 
Khrushchev had been the first 
leader to attack the Communist 
Party's monopoly on power and 
to extend the rights of peasants 

“U is a monument to Khrush- 
chev that the leaders of peres- 
troika (restructuring) are people 
who were formed in his time,” 
Popov said to stormy applause. 

American historian and 
Sovietologist Stephen Cohen, a 
frequent visitor to Moscow after 
being barred for many years, told 
the audience Khrushchev had not 
failed when he was ousted in a 
Kremlin coup led by Brezhnev in 
1964. 

“Khrushchev was the father of 
the anti-Staiinist movement with- 
in the party and that became the 
driving force of perestroika to- 
day," Cohen said. “Without 
Nikita Sergeyevich (Khrushchev) 
there could have been no Mikhail 
S c reeve vich (Go rbache v ). " 

Khrushchev became effective 
Kremlin number one a few 
months after Stalin’s death in 
1953. In 1956 he made a secret 
speech at the party's 20th con- 
gress denouncing the dictator's 
bloody rule and turned the coun- 
try towards a new vision of com- 
munism. 


Search continues for missing persons after clashes 


Troops leave Georgia; curfew lifted 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Troops left the Georgian 
capital Tbilisi early Tuesday and an overnight 
curfew was lifted as life in the city returned to 
normal after clashes between troops and demonstra- 
tors which killed 19 people. . 


A journalist at the Georgian news 
agency Gruzmfonn said Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, sent to his home re- 
public last week to help restore 
order, was also due to fly back to 
Moscow later Tuesday. 

“Our mood today is as good as 
the weather,” the journalist told 
Reuters. “The troops started 
withdrawing at five o'clock Tuesday 
morning the moment the curfew 
was lifted. There are now no 
troops at all in the city.” 

He said a parliamentary com- 
mission had also been set up to 
investigate the events of April 9, 


when troops used dubs and, 
according to some reports, shar- 
pened shovels to break up a 
nationalist demonstration in cen- 
tral Tbilisi. 


Sixteen people, the majority of 
them women, were killed out- 


right during the demonstration in 
front of the government and par- 
ty headquarters. Another three 
died later in hospital. 

Reports from Tbilisi said city 
institutions were working normal- 
ly again Tuesday and lessons had 
resumed at colleges of higher 
education. 

Moscow Radio said the Geor- 


gian Communist Party’s ruling 
Politburo, in an address pub- 
lished in local newspapers, urged 
people to show wisdom and 
prudence, to show that they can 
ensure order in their own home 
through their own efforts." 

“Now tomorrow’s fate depends 
on us alone, on our readiness for 
action, discipline and responsibil- 
ity,” it said. 

Special public order task forces 
were being set up by police and 
citizens across the republic to 
maintain order now that troops 
had been withdrawn, Georgian 
Interior Minister Shota Goigodze 
said. 

“Around 4,000 people are 
helping the ministry in this under- 
taking.” Gorgodze told the offi- 
cial Soviet news agency TASS. 
“Order will be maintained." 

The apparent return to calm 


indicated considerable success for 
Shevardnadze, a former Geor- 
gian party leader who won praise 
for nis handling of student 
nationalist unrest in 1978 and 
1981 when he was running the 
republic. 

Apart from overseeing a 
reshuffle of foe Georgian Com- 
munist Party and state lead- 
ership, he also met intellectuals 
and talked to local people?. 

Although there were no more 
demonstrations on the city's 
streets, Georgian nationalist 
activists said foe demands for 
greater autonomy and even inde- 
pendence which sparked last 
week’s protests remained unsatis- 
fied. 

Four leading members of 
nationalist groups were still de- 
tained, they said. 

“Everything is being normal- 


ised in foe city but foe basic 
demands remain,” said Manana 
Gamsakburdia, wife of detained 
nationalist Zviad Gamsakhnrrfia. 


Search for missing 


Authorities Tuesday continued 
a search for 14 people reported 
missing after foe dashes. 

Lea Umamshvifi, chief editor 
of Georgian Televirion in Tbflra 
said the Ministry of Health still 
was searching for 14 people listed 
as missing after foe dash. The list 
consists of three or four boys age 
11-13, two women, and the rest 
men, she said. 

Officials announced Monday 
that three people previously re- 
garded as missing had been 
found, but provided no informa- 
tion about them, she said. 



Fonda looks at 
separation positively 


‘Gifts’ get Wright into hot water with ethics panel 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ethics 
charges against House of Repre- 
sentatives Speaker Jim Wright 
indude new details about how he 
sold thousands of copies of his 
book to special-interest groups, 
and several colleagues called the 
deals the most troubling of 69 
charges against foe Texas Demo- 
crat. 

In one case, a March 1986 
speech to foe fertiliser institute, 
the trade group planned to give 
Wright a plague or a small gift in 
return for his appearance. 

But Wright’s office arranged 
instead for the group to buy 
S2,023 worth of books, yielding 
the congressman $1,1 12 in royalty 
income. The book is called “Re- 
flections of a Public Man.” 

Wright is one of the top two 


congressional leaders and the rul- 
er of the opposition Democratic 
Party majority in foe House. 

House memil>ers are limited by 
foe rules to accepting no more 
than 30 per cent of their salaries 
in outside speaking fees. The 
House Ethics Panel found reason 
to believe that Wright cir- 
cumvented that limi t by converting 
speedh honoraria into book royal- 
ties, which are exempt from the 
limits. 


bute as he saw fit. The Ethics 
Committee saw those as unre- 
ported gifts to foe speaker. 


“My view is that count one 
(dealing with the book sales) is 
foe most serious issue,” said 
Democratic Representative Steny 
Hoyer of Maryland, vice chair- 
man of foe House Democratic 
Caucus, the Organisation of all 
261 House Democrats. 


In two other cases — a speech 
to the Ocean Spray Cranberry 
Organisation in foe fall of 1985, 
and a speech in March 1986 to the 
Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Asso- 
ciation — Wright sold books in- 
stead of collecting speaking fees, 
and was given the books to distri- 


ct’s a bad day. It looks rotten. 
But at some point in time, the 
facts do make a difference” and 
will help foe speaker, he said. 

Wright was scheduled Tuesday 
to go before the caucus — which 
ultimately must decide whether 
to keep him in his post as the 
party's most visible official — to 
begin his defence against the 69 


ethics charges filed against him 
Monday by the ethics panel. 

While scandal has tainted other 
House speakers, Wright is the 
first ever to be formally charged 
with ethical wrongdoing. 

The speaker’s problems were 
the number one topic of con- 
versation on the House floor, but 
lawmakers were reacting 
cautiously in public to Monday’s 
formal filing of charges a g ainst 
Wright, the equivalent of an in- 
dictment. 

“1 think we have a responsibil- 
ity to keep our minds open and 
our mouths shut until we have an 
opportunity to read the report,” 
said Democratic Representative 
David Obey of Wisconsin, who 
wrote many of the rules Wright is 
charged with violating. 


“We learned that the charges 
are not trivial, they are not tech- 
nical, and they are not aimed at 
his wife,” as Wright had argued 
last week, said Republican Rep- 
resentative Yin Weber of Minne- 
sota, a dose ally of Georgia 
Republican Representative Newt 
Gingrich, whose complaint last 
May launched the Wright inves- 
tigation. 

Republicans were going out of 
their way not to lambaste Wright* 
fearing that to do so would only 
make it easier for foe speaker to 
rally Democrats against what he 
has portrayed as a partisan ven- 
detta. Instead, Republicans simp- 
ly pointed to the ethics panel’s 
unanimous bipartisan vote to 
issue the formal statement of 
charges against Wright. 



Andreas Papaadreou 

Papandreou 

takes Time 
to court 


NEW YORK (AP) — Greek 
Premier Andreas Papandreou 
filed a libel suit Monday in 
London accusing U.S.-based 
Time Magazine of defaming 
him in a cover story that said 
he took millions of dollars -in 
payoffs, his American lawyer 
said. 


Leonard Boudin said it was 
dedded to file the suit in Lon- 
don because the story was 
more damaging abroad than in 
the United States. He also said 
a public figure could make a 
case more easily under English 
libel law than American law. 

In England, Papandreou 
need only show the story writ- 
ten about him was defamatory 
and injured his reputation, 
while foe magazine has the 
task of proving that what it 
wrote was true, Boudin said. 


In the United States, Papan- 
dreou would have to show not 
only that Time lied, but that it 
acted with malice, meaning the 
magazine did not care whether 
its accusations were true or 
false. 

Boudin said Papandreou still 
could sue in other places where 
the magazine circulates and he 
believed malice could be estab- 
lished if necessary. 

He said Papandreou has not 
yet decided bow much money 
would be demanded, but 
added that clearing Papan- 
dreou’s name was the prime 
consideration. 


The suit was launched only 
after foe magazine failed to 
respond to a demand for an 
public apology and retraction, 
Boudin said. 

The suit names as defen- 
dants Time-Life International 
Limited of London, Time-Life 
International BV of Amster- 
dam, the Time Incorporated 
Magazine Company of New 
York and foe writer of the 
article, Robert Ajemian. 

Brian Brown, a spokesman 
designated to comment in 
Time’s behalf, did not im- 
mediately return a call. 

Papandreou's lawsuit cites 
the cover story that appeared 
in the magazine's international 
edition of March 13, which 
read: “The Looting of Greece. 
From his cell, a fallen tycoon 
charges Papandreou with steal- 
ing millions." 


Tamils name envoy for peace talks 


COLOMBO (AP) — The Tamil 
Tigers, who have been waging a 
separatist war against tne 
Sinhalese majority for the past six 
years, have appointed a Sri Lank- 
an-born British Tamil to start 
peace talks with the government, 
government officials and Tamil 
sources said Tuesday. 

Anton Balasingham, recently 
named head of the political sec- 
tion of the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam,, was expected to 
arrive in Colombo from London 
in the next few days, sources 
dose to foe Tiger guerrillas said, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

In a surprise move over foe 


weekend, the Tigers declared 
they were ready to begin talks 
with President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa. The declaration, made 
in a letter to the president and 
telexes to Colombo newspapers, 
came after the Tigers were 
blamed for three days of bomb- 
ings that killed at least 79 people. 

So far there has been no ex- 
planation for the sudden change 
of heart by foe largest Tamil 
guerrilla group. 

The Tamil sources said Bala- 
singham’s first mission is to talk 
with the government about a time 
and place for foe talks. After 
that, he will be a member of the 


Tigers’ negotiating team, the 
sources added. 


Evans Cooray, Premadasa’s 
press secretary, said the presi- 
dent’s office was notified shortly 
before midnight Monday that 
Balasingham had been desig- 
nated to make arrangements for 
foe talks. Cooray said foe mes- 
sage was contained in a telex 
from the Tigers’ information 
office in London. 


this once-idylhc Indian Ocean is- 
land since 1963. 

The Sinhalese radicals, whose 


group is called the People's Li- 
bera ti( 


Premadasa, who took office in 
January, had offered to start talks 
with both the Tigers and 
Sinhalese .radicals about ending 
foe ethnic bloodshed that has 
claimed more than 12,600 lives in 


ition Front, have not re- 
sponded to the Sinhalese presi- 
dent’s call. 

Sinhalese have dominated Sri 
Lanka's government and military 
since foe island, formerly called 
Ceylon, became independent 
from Britain in 1948. Mostly 
Buddhists, they make up 15 per 
cent, of the country’s 16 million 
people. - 

Tamils, who are mostly Hin- 
dus, comprise 18 per cent and say 
they are discriminated against in 
jobs and education. 


Algeria expels 
ETA guerrillas 


MADRID (R) — Sue Basque 
separatist guerrillas, including 
three who took part in secret 
talks with the Spanish govern- 
ment in Algiers, have been expel- 
led from Algeria, Spain’s Interior 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

A spokesman said the six had 
left Algiers Tuesday on a Spanish 
air force plane and were heading 
for the Dominican Republic. 

The six included Eugenio Etx- 
ebeste “Antxon," who led foe 
Basque delegation to the Algiers 
talks earlier this year. 

The spokesman named the 
others as Ignacio Aracana Men- 
dilla, Maria-Belen Gonzalez 
Penal va — who both attended the 
Algiers talks — Angel Iturbe 
Abasolo, Juan Manuel Soarez 
Gamboa — who headed a Madrid 
commando — and Jose Maria 
Ganchegui Aruti. 

The radical newspaper Egin, 
which has close links with ETA 
(Basque Homeland and Free- 
dom), said Tuesday that Spain 
and France were putting pressure 
on Algeria to expel some of the 
estimated 50 guerrillas living 
there in exile. 

The move by Algiers follows a 
new offensive by ETA this month 


after they ended an unpre- 
cedented three-month truce, 
accusing the government of going 
back on an agreement reached at 
secret talks in Algiers. 

Since then the guerrillas have 
resumed their 21-year-old cam- 
paign for an independent Basque 
state and have stepped up their 
attacks, sending letter bombs to 
officials and bombing railway 
lines. 


A spokesman for the state rail- 
way company Renfe said foe 
main train links to Europe had 
been shut early Tuesday follow- 
ing new threats from ETA. 

He said the Madrid-Barcelona, 
Madrid-Zaragoza and Madrid- 
Burgos lines were closed while 
civil guards scoured the rails 
looking for bombs. 

ETA announced Monday that 
it had put bombs on those lines 
and warned they would explode 
between Monday and next 
Sunday. 

The Renfe spokesman said the 
lines, which serve foe whole of 
northeastern Spain and link the 
peninsula with Europe, would 
remain closed until the deadline 
expired at midnight Sunday. 


S. Korea police storm 
factories, arrest 175 


SEOUL (AP) — Korean riot 
police firing tear gas stormed four 
factories held by strikers Tuesday 
and arrested 175 workers as the 
government warned it would use 
troops to keep vital industries run- 
ning if labour unrest spreads. 

Police officials said riot troops 
seized four factories at dawn 
Tuesday in Pudion on foe west- 
ern outskirts of Seoul after strik- 
ers refused to surrender. Some 
strikers hurled firebombs and 
rocks at the riot police, but polio: 
officials said they had no reports 
of serious injuries. 

The factories seized produced 
electronic parts and machinery. 

The government has warned 
that a growing wave of strikes 
threatens South Korea's political 
stability and the economy. 
Thousands of workers are press- 
ing for higher wages, better work- 
ing conditions and other conces- 
sions. 

Students calling for the over- 


throw of President Roh Tae- 
Woo’s government held campus 
protests in Seoul and other cities 
Tuesday on the eve of the 
anniversary of an April 19, I960, 
student uprising. Some 18,000 
riot police were mobilised in 
Seoul to prevent violent protests, 
officials said. 

Riot police stormed foe Seoul 
office of a government lawmaker 
Tuesday and overpowered eight 
students who had attacked foe 
office with firebombs and then 
occupied it, officials said. 

Prime Minister Kang Young- 
Hoon and key government minis- 
ters issued orders Tuesday to use 
troops and military equipment to 
keep vital industries running. 
Kang said dissidents fomenting 
labour unrest would be sternly 
punished. 

Officials said troops would 
operate power plants, defence 
factories and other facilities if 
necessary, 



Dead Sea otters being prepared Cor autopsy 


Experts sceptical 
about spill cleanup 


VALDEZ, Alaska (AP) — Im- 
90 kfle 


agine a road about 590 kilometres 
long, 9 metres wide and coated 
with 15,900 litres of oily black 
slime per kilometre. Now slop 
the goop onto remote beaches 
and coves along Prince William 
Sound. 

The Exxon Valdez tanker 
wreck has left about that much oil 
on the sound's once Pristine 
shoreline. And the giant corpora- 
tion won federal approval Mon- 
day for a plan to dean up most of 
it. 

But foe ambitious strategy to 
dean up 490 kilometres faces 
sharp scepticism and neW de- 
mands that it be broadened to 
include other polluted areas. 
Some officials just smiled sadly 
when asked its chance of success. 

The plan calls for a mobilisa- 
tion by early June of 4,000 people 
and scores of vessels. By Sept. 15, 
they’re supposed to erase foe 
tarry remains of the nation's 
worst oil spill from foe rocky 
beaches of one of the world’s 
richest regions for fish and wild- 
life. 

Admiral Paul Yost, foe head of 
the coast guard, approved foe 
proposal Monday. But he won- 
dered if Exxon could meet its 
goals in foe face of the sound’s 
notorious weather and foe limited 
time available. 

'Tin concerned whether foe 
level of activity can be kept up 
through the summer to complete 
cleanup," said Yost, who deman- 
ded the plan last week. 

Dennis Kelso, commissioner of 


the Alaska Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation,' de- 
scribed it as barely adequate. 

“It needs more work," he said, 
adding it would be next week 
before he would comment on 
whether he believed it would 
work. 

Yost, overseeing the cleanup at 
U.S. President George Bush's 
direction, listened to the concerns 
of Kelso and other state officials. 
He then gave Exxon until May 1 
to come up with plans to deal 
with oil contamination outside 
the sound and disposal of oily 
waste. 

“The plan will be expanded to 
add in these other concerns,” said 
Exxon spokesman Don Cornett. 

But Exxon consultant -Ed 
Owens said dial initially, more 
time would be spent on training 
than cleaning. 

“I don’t think you should ex- 
pect a big parade and fireworks 
on that day,” he said. “If you get, 
out there, you’ll see something 
happening.” 

The 300-metre tanker Exxon 
Valdez sumped more than 37.8 
milli on litres of crude oil into the 
sound after it ran -aground- oii 
Bligh reef March 24. * . 


Oil now stretches along Alas- 
ka's south-central coast for hun- 
dreds of kilometres. Scores of 
beaches and kilometres of shore 
in the sound are sticky black 
wastelands, and parts of foe 
Kenai Fjords national park and 
other areas in the Gulf of Alaska 
have been contaminated. : 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 1W 
time Academy Award winner 
jane Fonda is hying to look 'at her' 
separation fromTom Hayden in a 
positive fight. "It would be dfe-. 
honest to say that every day is 
joyous, but it’s also dishonest to 
say Fm just pkxkfing along," she 
sairl in an interview with the Los 
Angeles Tunes. ‘Tm somewhat 
on a roller coaster. Actually, I 
feel pretty good.” Fonda, 51, and 
Hayden, 49, announced in Febru- 
ary they had separated on a trial 
basis after 16 years of a marriage 
spawned by foe radical anti-war 
politics of the 1960s. Hayden said 
their son, Troy, 15. has helped 
them keep in touch. Fonda also 
has a daughter, Vanessa, 20-, 
from a previous marriage to film 
director Roger Vadi m. “K yon 
realise you are good parents, you 
know you are good friends and 
you know you’re not going to lose 
everything from 16 years, that’s 
important,” Hayden said. 


Ex-reporter wins 
$6 million 


SHEBOYGAN, Wisconsin (AP) 
— The cash would have come in 
handy in foe 1960s, when he 
adopted nine orphans and had 
five of his own children, but a 
former reporter says he will retire 
for good after winning S6 million 
in foe Michigan lottery. Chuck 
Fisher, 62, said last week he plans 
to leave his job as assistant to the 
director of foe Michigan Depart- 
ment of Transportation and settle 
down with his w inning s. In the 
early 1960s, he and his wife, 
Kerry, adopted nine children 
whose father had died falling 
from a ladder. 


Doctor advises 
parents should relax 


CHICAGO (AP) — Dr. Ben- 
jamin Spock, the 86-year-old pat- 
riarch of child-care advice, says 
parents should relax so their chil- 
dren can. “Children respond to 
the tensions in parents, not the 
tensions in society,” the white 
bearded physician and child 


psychiatrist said Saturday. 


fe’ve got to take the pressure 


off lads.” Spock .was in Chicago 
:ld mus 


to open afield museum of natural 
history exhibition on families. He 
told parents they should teach 
their children the spirit of coop- 
eration. Parents also should work 
toward, eliminating grades in 
school and try to turn politicians' 
attention to issues like funding 
for day care, schools and health 
care, said Spock, whose book 
“Baby and Child Care” has 
sold 32 million copies since 1945 
and has been translated into 31 
languages. 


'Golden Girls’ marks 
100th episode 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — It was 
“The Golden Girls” big night out 
and the now-closed coconut 
grove nightclub was returned to 
its one-time splendor for a black- 
tie gala to celebrate the popular 
television comedy’s 100th epi- 
sode. The show’s stars, Bea 
Arthur, Estelle Getty, Rue 
McCIanahan and Betty White, 
joined Walt Disney Studio’s chief 
Michael Eisner, 'National Broad- 
casting Company President Bran- 
don Tartikoff and several hun- 
dred staff members and associ- 
ates Saturday night in toasting the 
Emmy Award-winning program- 
me. “It’s not only a show that has 
foe four best actresses on televi- 
rion, it truly is the best program- 
me in television in the last decade 
or two,” said Eisner, whose com- 
pany distributes the series: 
‘Thank you for this wonderful 
celebration. We deserve it.” said 
Getty, who plays the feisty 
Sophia. “It’s been a wonderful 
four years and I look forward to 
four more.” Tartikoff credited 
the show for helping boost NBC 


to the top of the ratings during 
the past four years. 
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